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MEETINGS 





MAIN MEETING 


Our next Main Meeting will be held on 
Tuesday, 4th of February at the Bardon 
Professional Development Centre, 390 
Simpsons Road, Bardon, starting at: 7pm. 
Library 7pm -8pm & 9pm-9:30pm. Sales: 
7pm-8pm. 

Entrance through the Centre’s carpark in 
Carwoola Street. Parking is not permitted in 
the Centre’s grounds! Details of this month’s 
topics can be found in the relevant section of 
this newsletter. 


WORKSHOP MEETINGS 


Amiga Workshop 
The Amiga Workshop will be held on 
Sunday, 9th February (12 Noon-4pm) in the 
Ithaca RSL Hall, cnr. Nash and Elizabeth 
Street, Rosalie. 
Workshops are for members only, so bring 
your membership card or join at the door. 


Bring your own Amiga equipment. Public 
Domain software (over 500 disks) available 
for copying at no charge. 

Disk and Accessory Sales: lpm-3pm. 


We also have a HELP support group for 
beginners: see our HELP column in this 
newsletter or contact your Coordinator, 
Phone 288 8863.. 


64/128 Workshop 
at 25 Fairleigh St., Windsor. 
3rd Tuesday of the Month, 7pm-10pm, or 
3rd Sunday of the Month, Ipm-4pm 
Phone: Rod Watson, coordinator: 8576131 
(Public Domain software available) 


PLEASE NOTE: Activities that breach 


Copyright on Commercial Software are illegal, 
and are NOT ALLOWED at our Meetings! 
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GOODS & SERVICES 


(At Main Meeting or by Mail) 


AMIGA SPECIFIC: 


Public Domain Disks 3%" Mail Order: $2.00 
ea(+ $2.50 p&p for up to 6 disks). 

Commercial Library Catalogue Disk 3%": $2.00 
(+ $2.00 p&p). 

5%" blank disks: $8 per 10 — ($3.00 p&p) 

3¥%2" blank disks: $10.00 per 10 ($3.00p&p). 

3%" disk boxes(80 disks): $20.00 ($5.00 p$p). 

3%" disk labels (68x68mm) 4 sheets(=48 labels): 
$1.00 ($3.00 p&p). 

Amiga Dos Summary: $3.00 ($3.00 p&p) 

Micro switch replacement kit for Amiga Mouse 


$15.00 ($1.00p&p). 


C64/128 SPECIFIC: 





DISKS 

Public Domain disks5¥%" Single sided:$2.00 ea. 
Double sided: $3.00 ($3.00 p&p for up to 5 disks) 
Catalogue disks 5'4" for P.D or Library: $2.00 ea. 
($2.00 p&p). 

5%" blank disks: $8.00 per 10 ($3.00 p&p). 


BOOKLETS 

Public Domain Instruction Book(C64): $5.00 

($2.00 p&p) 

Starting with Disk Drives ( Paul Blair):$2.00 ($1.00 
&p) 

Grabivs and Sound on the C64 (G. Perry): $5.00 

($2.00p&p) 

Commodore Macro Assembler Book:$5.00 ($1.00 

p&p). 


THE WRITE STUFF 64 
(word processor), with Manual: 
V2. BB SPELLER 64 
(supplements TWS64) 

BB Talker 
(Write Stuff with speech synthesizer) $12.00. 

THE WRITE STUFF 128 
(word processor) with Manual: 
V2 BB Speller 128 
(supplements TWS128) : 

($3.00 p&p). 


$18.00. 


$12.00. 


$30.00. 


$12.00. 


GENERAL: 


Back Issues of CURSOR: $1.50 ea 

Address Labels(23x89mm):$14.00/1000.($3.00 p&p). 
Ribbons for MPS-1000,GX/LX 80:$11..00 

Ribbons for MPS 1200/1250/120D $10.00 

Ribbons for Riteman C or F: $12.00. ($2.00 p&p). 
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MAILING ADDRESS YOUR NEWSLETTER 


















CURSOR appears 11 times a year and 


Please address all club correspondence (other 
depends on readers’ contributions for its 


than letters and articles for CURSOR) to: 















The Secretary content. Address all Newsletter Mail, 
GCU.G'@:) including advertisements for BYTES column, 
P.O. Box 274 to: 

Springwood Qld 4127 The Editor, "CURSOR" 






24 Egmont Street, 


For Fast Tracking of applications and orders 
SHERWOOD Qld. 4075 


write directly to: 
The Secretary, 
C.C.U.G.(Q.) 
48 Newcomen Street 
INDOOROOPILLY 4068 
(Make cheques payable to C.C.U.G.Q.) 
If you change your address please advise our 
Secretary, not the Editor or Sysop! 


MEMBERSHIP FEES ETC. 


JOINING FEE: $10.00 
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP FEES: 
Ordinary Membership*: $30.00 
Country/Associate Membership: $20.00 
Pensioner Membership: $20.00 
Family/Business Membership: $40.00 
Library Fee: $5.00 












Deadline for the next (MARCH) issue is: 
FRIDAY, 31st of JANUARY!! 








Format for Contributions 










Short articles (less than a page) and adverts 
for the BYTES column can be submitted in 
writing, or printed, but we prefer articles on 
disk. Please use minimum or no formatting 
in your article. Do not indent paragraphs, 
and use a single space after a comma, 
semicolon or full stop. If a specific page 
layout is required, include a printout of the 
desired format. Disks will be promptly 
returned, and we pay return postage. 


C64/128 Specific: 










































*(within the Brisbane Metropolitan Telephone 
District) 






Supply your articles on 5%" disk in the 
format: SEQ ASCII file or PET ASCII file. 
The Write Stuff, Superscript, Easyscript, 
Paperclip, and Pocket Writer all have SEQ 
ASCII options. Speedscript files should be 
saved with the SS converter program, option 
2. We are unable to convert Geowrite, 
Fontmaster, or Bank Street Writer files. 


AMIGA Specific: 
Supply your article on 3.5" disk as an ASCII 
or WordPerfect file with minimum 
formatting. Articles may also be submitted as 
MS-DOS ASCII files. 









LENDING LIBRARY 




































The lending period for books, magazines, 
and software is one month without 
extensions. If unable to attend the next 
meeting, please mail the material to: 









Bob Devries 
C.C.U.G.(Q) Librarian 
21 Virgo Street 

INALA 4077 












or they may leave this material with their 
nearest Management Committee member 
(Please ring first!). 

By following these simple rules, you assist 
your fellow members who may wish to 
borrow the material you are returning. 









Alternatively, if you own a modem, you can 
upload your articles, news, gossip etc. to the 
Group’s BBS. (Ph 808 7694, or 808 8823: 
CURSOR File Area.). 
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Business cards or 
Personal cards 


As low as 


S15 
For 250 Cards 


Printed on white textured card 
i.e. Linen, Burlap, Sand or Hammer 


NS - END PRIN 
«Ow TING 
GENERAL PRINTERS 
Ph: (07) 808 4666 


Letter Heads, Compliments, Leaflets, Invoice Books 
Newsletters, Notpads, Envelopes, 























I am instructed by the CCUG(Q) 
Management Committee to announce that 
the March General Meeting will include: 








1. A discussion of a proposal to make 
CURSOR bi-monthly. 






2. A discussion of a proposal to abolish 
the Club’s Commercial Software 
Libraries, and sell its assets. 







3. A discussion of the aims and 


objectives of the C.C.U.G.(Q) Inc. 







All decisions of our Club are ultimately 
dependent on the will of the members of the 
Club, which can be expressed through their 
vote at a General Meeting. This general 
meeting on the 3rd of March 1992 is of vital 
significance to all members interested in 
future directions of the CCUG(Q). 









On "aims and objectives" 
We are still a large user group, despite the 
drop off of 8 bit members. We have no 
reason to think that our present membership, 
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NOTICE 
A GENERAL MEETING 
of all MEMBERS 
of the 
C.C.U.G.(Q) Inc.(Q)INC 


To be held 
3rd March 1992, 7:30pm 
at the Bardon Professional Centre, 
















both 8 bit and Amiga, will not remain stable 
if our present members are satisfied with the 
Club. We know, however, that this is not a 
time when we can confidently expect a 
massive influx of new recreational 
computerists into the Club. The drop of 
members has caused some problems in the 
way we organize our spending, but these are 
changes to which we can adjust, if we 
understand what is happening. 


Behind the proposals for the March General 
Meeting, there appear to be two models of a 
user group around which different agendas, 
aims and objectives are organized. By 
‘model’, I mean an idea in someone’s head 
which may not be particularly coherent, and 
which seldom get translated into reality. 


By bringing to light these implicit models, 
one can see the basis on which some Club 
functions can, on one view, be central and 
commendable, and on another, marginal and 
even negative. 


Model A 


Model A tends to see a user group as having 
some of the functions of a consumer interest 
group, that provides information and 
education to a wide range of tastes, interests 
and experience. It sees one of its important 
functions as helping users to defend 
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themselves from the lack of information and 
assistance they would experience as a social 
atom. What does one do when the store 
where you just bought your gear doesn’t 
want to know you any more, when you 
have major problems getting your machine 
up and running? How do you know if you 
have chosen a deficient piece of software, or 
if all of the existing software would fail to 
what you need it to do? Model A tends to 
be a bit of a crusader for its computer, or at 
least defends its worth and promotes it to a 
wider public. In addition it sees a club as a 
social association, where mutual aid, mutual 
encouragement, incidental learning, 
accidental discovery, can occur. 


Model B 

Model B looks to a club of computer 
sophisticates, not greatly in need of aid or 
assistance, or looking for someone to explain 
to them why they really bought a computer. 
Computing is just another piece of 
technology, to be enjoyed and used 
effectively, but no more as crusading passion 
than is a microwave oven. The believers in 
Model B would see it as presumptuous and 
absurd to expect a user group to educate 
anyone, and probably see its essence as 
revolving around an communications 
network. The recent move by the Club to 
create a special category of membership for 
BBS users, reflects this view. 


In support of this view, its adherents would 
point to the growth of a more sophisticated 
computer using public, where the home 
computer user is either someone who likes 
to avoid the boring stuff that’s part of the 
workplace (Amiga Users); or someone who 
hope to do things at home that interface 
with the computers in the workplace (MS 
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DISCOUNT- SHOW 
YOUR GREEN CARD 


We are compiling a list of discounts 
available to members on computer related 
products and services for the guidance of our 
members, and we would be interested in 
hearing from businesses who would like to 
be on the list. Our members can also assist 
by letting us know how they have fared 
when shopping. 


It appears to be the case that a significant 
portion of members have not been 
bothering to flash their membership cards. If 
you are purchasing things for your 
computer, show your membership card. It 
may be to your advantage. Ask if the 
business knows we are a large group of 
active computer consumers, and explain to 
them that they have the opportunity to 
become more widely known if they are 
prepared to show their support. And let us 
know how you are treated. 


Beside a number of suppliers of computer 
consumables who have general policies of 
discounts for computer clubs, (eg.. Energy 
Control at Sumner Park offer 10% on blank 
disks, disk boxes etc.), we have our the our 
regular advertiser Tony May, of South East 
Queensland Computer Repairs. Tony has a 
long history of support for the Club with 
many talks and lectures for the Club on 
Commodore equipment. 


B.C.F, Bookshop offers 10% discount on 
computer books for members 


Computer Spot -10% on selected non special 
items for members 


United Computers Bundamba, East 
Brisbane. A discount to members 


Townend Printing; see their advert in this 
issue. 
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How A Commodore 
Repairer Values our 


Custom 
In December we received a note from the 
repairer Parcom, cancelling their advertising 
with the Club. The reason given was that 
Parcom "were not seeing enough 
membership cards to justify their support of 
the Club”. 


At the December Main Meeting, we did a 

survey of the number of people who had 
been displaying their membership cards in 
dealing with our major computer repairers 
Tony May, and Parcom. It was surprisingly 
small (n=30). 


We then asked who had given computer 
repair work to Parcom in the past 6 months. 
Over 80 members present at the Main 
Meeting had had dealings with Parcom, and a 
slightly higher number had taken work to 
Tony May. Many had used both repairers. 


It is probably worth reminding ourselves, as 
well as the business we deal with, that we 
have, even with the recent falling off of a 
significant number of 8 bit members, close to 
500 members who identify themselves as 
heavy users of computers and their 
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peripherals, of software, of computer 
magazines and books, and of a range of 
computer consumables. Few, if any, of our 
members have less than 4 major pieces of 
hardware, and most have many more items. 
A very large number actually own many 
different computers from Commodore 64s, 
128s, Ataris, and IBMs, and more! At a 
rough estimate, it seems that our members 
spend at least $100 per year on computer 
repairs. In my own case in the last year, I’m 
sorry to Say, I’ve had to spend about $500 in 
repairs; about half of the work was given to 
Parcom. 


So here we have a large and highly selected 
market, and Parcom have judged that they 
can save a few dollars by refusing the 
opportunity to speak to those members. 
Both repairers are generally professional and 
competent, I think; but our members do tell . 
us they have more open lines of 
communication with Tony May and 
SEQCR, and they place a high value on 
being able to understand and discuss with 
the repairer what has gone wrong with their 
equipment. 


It may be that some of our members are 
already voting with their feet, but this 
unfriendly signal from Parcom may turn 
that into a stampede. 
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From: Richard Carde 
Subj: HELP! 


Leigh, 


You can add my name and number to the 
CURSOR AMIGA help! column under ... 
um... Amiga Programming Assistant Guru, 
or something to that effect. 

Phone: 300 6315 or 300 6864, anytime. 
Regs, 

Richard Carde, Sysop. 


Thanks, Richard. 


I wondered about "guru", and sought the 
HELP! of a dictionary. It seems that "guru" 
(from the Sanscrit) is a "heavy or weighty 
(Hindu) spiritual guide". Our Roving 
Reporter wondered (wrongly) if it could be 


an acronym -perhaps "Great Unless 
Required to be Useful"? And does one have 
to put on more weight to become a full 
GURU¢ By chance, I was scanning an old 
copy of The Peter Principle, and discovered 
that "Guru" had an older English synonym - 
"hierophant", a guide to the Eleusian 
Mysteries. It also applies to those etherial 
beings that the poet Shelley called “the 
unacknowledged legislators". 

Leigh 


Mr Fred Hawley 
35 Currawong Street 
Bathurst NSW 2795 


Dear Leigh 


Could the gifted staff of CURSOR do me 
(and other readers) who may be very deep in 
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the mire of that strange new argot 


"AMIGAESE", a hugh favour? 


Ever since I bought my A500, the jargon has 
perplexed me. Could Cursor publish a 
glossary of those acronyms that apply to the 
Amiga, with their meanings? 
eg. what does" AREXX" mean? 

What does IFF SHAM mean? 

What do some of those other acronyms 
mean? 


PS. Leigh a tip:- Usually I have difficulty 
fitting the cable plugs into their respective 
sockets. On both C64 and A500. 


I found that a smear of vaseline to the plug 
and socket and it slides effortlessly. 


Fred. 


Thanks for the tip, Fred. 

Fred, I suspect that you are being a teeny 
bit ironic. "Staff" is a word derived from 
military organization, and always connotes 
a partitioning; (staff and students, staff and 
client, staff and enlisted, staff and inmates, 
etc), which is singularly inappropriate for a 
self-help voluntary organization. 


We have no "staff"; but we do have people 
who volunteer their time and skills (such as 
roving reporter Doug Maclurkin, and 
David Aberdeen who, for example, 
provided a glossary of technical terms for 
Modems in the October 91 CURSOR). 
Some people have badges and paper hats; 
but really its only the members of the User | 
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Group (like yourself) who use their chance 
to communicate with others. 





As to the unending list of acronyms and 
syntactical morphs -such as IFF, GIFF, 
TIFF; HAM, SHAM... etc. I would 
gratefully accept the assistance of members 
interested in compiling a glossary of useful 
terms. Until then, I can only offer the 
following brief notes: 








"AREXX ts a high level language useful for 
prototyping, software integration, and 
general programming tasks. It is an 
implementation of REXX language 
described described by M.F. Cowlishaw in 
The REXX language a practical guide to 
programming (Prentice-Hall, 1985) and 
follows the language definition closely. 
AREXX ts particularly suited as a 
command language. Command programs 
sometimes called "scripts" or "macros" are 
widely used to extend the predefined 
commands of an operating system or 
customize an applications program." (P.3, 
AREXX Manual) 















For example: Prowrite 3.1 is a popular 
wordprocessor for the Amiga. To get its 
macros working you need to have AREXX 
installed - (the sort of thing I’m afraid you 
took for granted with 8 bit Write Stuff). 
There is a long and increasing list of 
programs that have enhancements that work 
through AREXX scripts, and it seems to be 
universally regarded as an important part of 
the Amiga’s toolkit. 













IFF is a picture file standard for the Amiga 






HAM (Hold and Modify) refers to a picture 
display mode that allows 4096 colours on 
the screen (DPaint IV, DigiPaint, Photon 
Paint etc.) 

SHAM stands for "sliced HAM", which is 
one of a variety of Super HAM file formats. 
The manuals of paint programs such as The 
Art Department, Dpaint and Digi Paint 
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provide more detailed and more technically 
correct explanations. 


Fred also sent us a copy of the Write Stuff 
Newsletter, B-Bug. We sell the Userware 
TWS64 and 128 wordprocessing packages, 
and have a complete set of TWS public 
domain. We did subscribe to B-Bug for a 
year, but that has now expired. Its useful 
role was for intensive users of TWS 
(generally, it’s strange printers which cause 
the anguish), and it provides a community 
of interest for TWS fans. For those interested 
the address is: 

Busy Bee User Group 

Theodore E Seitz, Editor 

3 Paseo Cuacha de Toro 

Arivaca AZ 85601-0003 

Membership is $20.00 (U.S) per year. 


P.s. As a sample of its contents, I quote (B- 
Bug August 91): 

For sorting a list that is too big for 
memory," BB suggests: Eat (put in buffer) 
half of it, sort it, eat the other half and sort 
it. Then eat half of the first sorted list (say a- 
k), and half of the second list (a-k) and sort. 
Now you have all a-k lines sorted. Do I-z 
likewise, and you end up with a single sorted 
list. 


[SIC] 
I received a note from Doreen Horne 
rebuking me for correcting the spelling in 
her quotations from BBS menus in her 
December letter (She also provided the 
correct answers to most of her letter’s 
queries). 


I plead guilty to correcting the spelling, but 
would argue that since those she was 
communicating with were quite oblivious of 
the incorrect spellings, they would be 
equally oblivious of the correct spelling. 
The rule I would adopt is that where 
eccentric spelling and grammar are part of 
the subject or content of what is being 
discussed then it stays, but hopefully 
otherwise not. In any case, there has since 
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been a radical change the orthography of 
the BBS. 


Message #104 "AMIGA DEVELOPERS" 
Date: 8 Nov 91 09:18:10 
From: Andrew Wilson 
To: All 
Subj: Hardware Work 


Due to my impending dismissal from 
Phoenix Microtechnologies P/L, I will be 
looking for work in the field of Hardware 
Design etc. 


Anyone having any leads or ideas in this 
area is invited to contact me care of this 
echo, write to 2 Meredyth Ave, Millswood, 
SA, 5034. or ring and leave a message on 08- 
2933960. I will be available from mid Dec 
1991. 


Andrew J Wilson. 


For those who followed the story of Andrew 
Wilson and his idea of a Phoenix 
motherboard replacement for the A1000 
through to its brilliant realization, there 
looks to be a fascinating news story behind 
the letter. Ed. 


A LETTER 
FROM THE MEMBER WHO 


NEVER CAME BACK 
Discovered by Doug Maclurkin 
Taken from Kapiti CUG who took it from 
the Commodore Hawaii Users’ Group 
newsletter who reprinted this from Club 64 
Patton Ca. 


Dear Strangers, 

Tt amuses me now to think - your 
organisation spends so much time looking 
for new members - when I was there all the 
time. Do you remember me? 


CURSOR 


PAGE 1] 


I’m the person who was asked to join. I 
paid my dues, and then I was asked to be a 
loyal and faithful member. I’m the person 
who came to every meeting, but nobody 
paid any attention to me. I tried several 
times to be friendly, but everyone seemed to 
have their own friends to talk to and to sit 
with. I sat down amongst some unfamiliar 
faces several times, but they didn’t pay 
much attention to me. I hoped somebody 
would ask me to join one of the committees 
or to somehow participate and contribute - 
but no one did. 


Finally, because of illness, I missed a 
meeting. The next month, no one asked 
where I had been. I guess it didn’t matter 
very much whether I was there or not. On 
the next meeting night I decided to stay 
home and watch a good television 
programme. When I attended the next 
meeting, no one asked me where I was the 


month before. 


You might say that I’m a good, responsible 
person who loves my family, my friends, 
my community, and my country. You 
know who else I am? I’m the member who 
never came back. 


I hope none of our members feel left out - 
perhaps at the next meeting you can help to 
redress the balance and talk to the next 
stranger you see - you never know, you may 


end up with a lifelong friend. 
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An EXPO for the Club 


And YOU can Help’ 

The 8th annual Qld Pet and Hobby Expo at 
the RNA showgrounds takes place in May, 
and the Club is planning to set up a 
computer display, to attracting public 
interest to Commodore and Amiga 
computers, and to show what are own 
members are doing with them. 

Start planning. Volunteers, demo material 
and ideas welcome! 


IS THERE A USER 
GROUP CRISIS? 


The following are quote from our sister User 
Group editorials: 


Commodore Computer Club of WA, 
Willetton: November, 91 editorial: 


" The last few meetings have seen a drop in 
attendance, which could have been for many 
reasons. The weather, no doubt. was a 
contributing factor, plus an number of 
members have been strickened with the 
dreaded lethergy. Remember, sick weather 
+ sick members + sick attendance = sick 
club. Urgently wanted - a curel... 


I am still getting very little input from 
members for this newsletter, and it looks 
like there will be a reducton in pages in the 
near future unless there ts a drastic change..." 
Tom Lee, Editor 


(Club: Mixed 8 bit and Amiga) 
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AUGMENT Newsletter October 91, 
Amiga Users Group of WA inc. Bill 
Sharpe-Smith, Editor : 


"Membership is increasing steadily but ts 
almost offset by the number of members 
who fail to renew. This was a worrying 
factor to the Committee until it was 
rationalized that most members join to 
learn the basics...when they have reached a 
plateau of competency, and in view of the 
hard times we are experiencing, they review 
their priorities and we tend to lose out" 


One of the most disappointing and 
exasperationg phenomena its the lack of 
feedback from members..." 

(Amiga only group) 


Townsville 
Commodore UserGroup Newsletter 
Cé4. 
Editorial: 


"A black day is upon us ...an Ill wind is a 


hand... 


",..Empty mail box and answering machine 
with nothing on it. 

...As with all inanimate goods in this 
throwaway world we live in, they have 
expired through total lack of interest shown 


by members of the Club. 


"The cost of running an 8 page newsletter, 
in respect to time and effort from members 
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who do not show an interest can only be 
justified if we fill it with matters that are 
of interest to our Club." 


(Club: 8 bit) 


Toowoomba CUG newsletter 

This went back to the library before I could 
take notes of its editorial, but it expressed a 
similar concern about declining members, 
especially 8 bit numbers, and commented 
on users who had been helped all last year, 
now the ungratefull swine hadn’t renewed- 
(or sentiments to that effect. ) 

(mixed 8 bit, IBM and Amigas) 





PERIPHERAL newsletter of 
COMMODORE HORNSBY USER 
GROUP OCTOBER 1991 
(64/ Amiga) 

A substantial magazine (and from past 
reputation, a vigourous, friendly, and well 
run User Group) with serious and informed 
articles; and notible for its continuing 
quality articles for 8 bitter. 





Its 64/128 editorial laments: "maybe the 
64/128 is really dead, and we are wasting our 
time keeping the body breathing. 


"The lack of interest is very visible to me as 
the 64/128 editor, as there is a serious lack of 
articles being submitted...I am really getting 
no feedback on what level of article 1s 
required" Guy Parsons, 64/128 editor 


PERIPHERAL, AMIGA SECTION 
The editorial is a tortured cry of anguish: 


"The way the Club is heading at the 
moment, we, as a thinking responsible 
group for benificiaries of other people’s 
efforts will need to look to the future, and 
search ourselves to decide our personal stand 
and level of commitment to the Club in 
general, so that we can in particular decide if 
its existence is thumbs up or down. 


"Should we use the AGM to wind up the 
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Club? Can we change the format of 
meetings?... " 
John Fischer, Amiga Editor 





NO WORRIES IN 


CANBERRA! 
Australian Capital Territory (C.U.G. 
A;C.T,) 

The Editor signs himself the Cyber Pig, and 
writes an editorial on the deplorable lack of 
obscene letters. (He should come to 
Brisbane!) Their PD disk libraries (they 
sent us their Amiga and 8 bit catalogues) 
are well presented and as comprehensive as 
our own. 





(Their magazine page numbering was so 
deranged that I had trouble finding two 
consecutive pages. The only pieces I could 
put together constituted an article 
announcing themselves as creators of 
Canetoad Software, which they proposed to 
have registered as a religious organization 
for taxation purposes. No worries here!) 





IN TASMANIA 
BCAUG, Burnie Tasmania: a smal] 
Amiga group (100 members) with a quarterly 
newsletter, and a frugal cost structure. 


O.K. 


" The treasurer noted a recent decline in 
attendance due to winter rain, but that the 
trend was reversed by "the CDTV 
demonstration, with a rush of new 
memberships and a renewal of those that 
had lapsed, along with brisk trading in blank 
disks." 

They feel optimistic about their future. 

(Amiga only) 


WHAT THE 
TEA LEAVES SAID 


What can one make of this? I caution that I 


am only reading impressions, not facts. But 
there do seem to be marked symptoms of 
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crisis in the mixed 8 bit and Amiga groups, 
with a sharp fall in 8 bit members, which 
requires rapid adjustment of the cost 
structures of those Clubs. The problem is 
not size, but rapid change in size. The 
Amiga only Groups, while not expanding, 
seem less affected by any rapid changes to 
their numbers. 









MORE NEWSLETTERS 
Received : Toowoomba CCUGs December 
magazine DEBUG and their disk magazine 
which contains demos and PD programs. 








Received: Ami-Disk December 91. The 
Sydney group Australian Amiga User 
Association Inc (AAUA) is now alternating 
their magazine Amiga Australia with a disk 
magazine Ami-Disk which will contain 
demo versions of software, and selected PD 
programs. 


Stephen Hack’s Words 


Travel 

Received: Nick Sardy’s Caraboo from 
British Colombia October 91, which is (I 
think) the only North American User group 
magazine we still receive regularly. It 1s 
getting thicker and contains, this month, a 
reprint of our Stephen Hack’s CURSOR 
article on the history of the computer. This 
article has been paid the compliment of been 
reprinted in a number of user group 
magazines. 


















Received: Nov/Dec Syntax Error, Kapiti, 
New Zealand, which is always 
recommended to our 8 bit members. This 
newsletter, which has stuck me since I began 
to read the Group newsletters, as alive and 
interested, belongs to a surprisingly small 
user Group - under 50 members. It appears 
to show that in selection of news, 
information, and provision of resources 
such as PD, a small group can provide a 
remarkably effective service to its members. 
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Voice to data 
Received: Connection newsletter, 
December 91, Christchurch CUG. NZ. 

An article by Kirk McMillan (p.13) on 
modems dealing with techniques to change 
from a voice call to a data call where both 
parties switch to modems to send/receive 
data files. It seems that success in this 
operation depends on a number of factors. 
We may reprint the article next month. 


UNDERGROUND 


SOCIOLOGY 

The NZ Bay Amiga Computer Club 
reprint an article (from a netmail source) by 
Thomas and Meyer, a pair of American 
sociologists, in which they claim to have to 
have done research on the behaviour of the 
"computer underground", and the 
behaviour of computer pirates. The article 
contains philosophical argument, polemic 
and presentation of claims of fact. We 
confine ourselves to their empirical findings 
(with no means of testing their validity): 


1 "Pirates", who are defined as "collectors of 
software"; and "bootleggers", those who 
trade for commercial gain, are distinct social 
groups. 


2 Pirates collect software which they rarely 
use. They also buy three times more 
software than the average user in order to 
have items to exchange. 

If they actually use a program, they also 
tend to buy the program. 


3. Pirates "create an informed public, by 
providing a pool of reasonably literate users 
to publicly discuss the merits of competing 
products." 


4. Pirates are major consumers of both 
hardware and software. (This is an 
American article, and besides consuming 
such things as disks, super fast modems, it 
claims that piracy is mostly conducted 
through communications networks, and the 
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telephone companies are a major beneficiary 
of this group.) "Our data indicates that an 
average monthly phone bill of $200 or more 
is common, and active pirates easily double 
that cost." 







and polemic, made me go searching in vain 
for my copy of Mandeville’s Fable of the 
Bees, which first put the economist’s 
argument that the flourishing of private 
"vices", by generating commerce, was the 
engine of Public Good; but it was buried 
somewhere under a pile of obsolete 
computer books. 


PAGESTREAM FONTS 


Ian Hazzard, one of our members who is at 
present exploring the art and craft of 
desktop publishing, has provided the Group 
with ten disks of Pagestream compatible 
type 1 Postscript scaleable fonts, which are 
now available from our Public Domain 
librarian. Their contends are listed after the 
Fish Listing. Thanks Ian. 














Pagestream 2.2 Upgrade? 

Peter Hughes reports that his latest copy of 
the British Magazine Computer Shopper is 
advertising the upgrade to PageStream 2.2. 






SOFTWARE AUTHORS 


of the CCUG(Q). 


1 Lindsay Whip’s arcade game Time Bomb 
has been accepted by Electronic Arts for 
world wide distribution. Lindsay promises 
to write an piece for CURSOR on the trials 
and tribulations of a software author, as well 
as revealing what is required of authors who 
hope to commercially market a software 
product. 











2 GP FAX is now on the market. Greg 
Perry, its author, announces that this 
innovative software tool for FAXmodems, 
is now available directly from him, as well 
as from a number of sources both here and 
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overseas. Price, $159. It also will be sold as 
a package in combination with the Maestro 
FAXmodem. For further details talk to 
Greg Perry, phone: 366 1402. 


BRIWALL 
AUSTRALIA 


CLOSES 
A FAX to Commodore User Groups dated 
lith November states: " Briwall 
Australia/Free Spirit Software is closing 
down after nearly three years of 
operations." 


Listening Post for the Amiga 
available now! 

LPT is a user-built electronics interface kit 
with software package which decodes radio 
facsimile, Morse code and radio teletype 
onto the computer screen. 500 Ip kits have 
been sold over the world. Hardware kit the 
same as IBM listening Post Price $73, 
including postage. Amiga software only for 


From: 
HIGH-TECH TASMANIA 
39 PILLINGER DRIVE 
Fern Tree, Tasmania 7054 
Ph 002 39-1391 


Co4 DISK MAGAZINES 


Received: Loadstar issue 90, two double 
sided disks with another double sided disk 


"Best of Loadstar #5". Contents: Star 
Basic- add 80 new commands to BASIC; 
Walt Harned’s Workshop -a very 
competent artist shows how he works 
designing screens, digitalizing his work, 
completing the job with the Art Studio 
programs. ML 201 has more Rick Nash 
machine language tutorials from the ML 
University. There are more GEOS fonts, 
utilities, games, puzzles, information, 
music, and more! 


Loadstar continues to be an example of just 
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how good a disk magazine can be, and every 
died-in-the-wool 8 bit user should be aware 
of it. We also received their Back Issue 
Catalogue of the complete Loadstar disks, 
which also lists the Loadstar 128 disks (a 
quarterly which we don’t receive) and 
another set of 64/128 disks called “Uptime”. 


For C64s 


Received: September/October 91 ReRun 
Disk which has a useful Unassembler, 
Sourcemaster. "The sourcecode for 
programs you’ve written yourself is, of 
course, available; but the source code for 
programs you’ve typed in from a magazine 
or gotten from the public domain usually ts 
not. To study or modify such a program 
you need an “unassembler", which converts 
machine language back to source code in a 
form that can be edited and reassembled. 
Sourcemaster is an unassembler that 
complements the assembler in the 
Commodore Development Package" 
(ReRun booklet p14.) 

Also received a ReRun V.LP. disk 



















Received: December Compute’s Gazette 
disk 






For C64s 

From Syntax Error October 1991 

Notice that Twin Cities 128 publication has 
been sold to Parsec Inc. The founder of 
Twin Cities 128, Loren Lovhaug, stated that 
this sale does not signal the abandonment of 
Commodore 8 bit users. They were in the 
process of anouncing three new products 
directed specifically at C64 and 128 owners 
which include I Paint, a breakthrough high 
resolution graphics package for the 128, and 
the encyclopaedic 500 C128 Question 
Answered. 
















For information on Twin Cities 128 write 
to PARSEC INC P.O Box 111, Salem MA 
01970-0111 (subscription US$20 for 6 issues) 
(Sourced from: On Line-Commodore 
Hawaii Group Sept., 1991) 
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RUN December 91 for the 64/128 has a 
review of RAM expansion devices available 
for the 64/128 including brief reviews of 
the latest addition to the range RAMlink 


Games 

INFO Magazine (December) 

Reports of a survey:" The Software 
Publishers Association states that for the 
first time, simulations are outselling 
roleplaying games in the US. Whether it’s 
the result of the Gulf War (simulation 
software includes war games and flight 
simulators) and whether the trend will 
continue now the war is over is anybodys 
guess” 


Entertainment sales: 
Results come from data submitted to the 
SPA by 26 companies and breaks down like 
this: 35.6% Sinulations 

26.2% role playing 

22.1% arcade action games 


45.9 arcade/action 
32.3 simulation 

21.8 sport family 
entertainment roleplaying 


International sales 


MS/DOD 73% of market 
Amiga 10% 
C-64 8% 


Platforms 


Info Rumour mill: Commodore will 
introduce an Amiga 300, a cost reduced 
machine with all the features of a 500 anda 
$300 price tag!? 


Feed Charlie a Chapter Heading 
.info (December) Technical Support 
Section has an interesting article Arexx 
And The Happy Haiku-Er, Can 
Computers Write? by Nick Sullivan, 
which discusses A.K. Dewney’s Scientific 
American articles on computer generated 
text. These are ideas that have been around 
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since the 1960s, when in the famous two 
cultures debate between F.R. Leavis and 
C.P. Snow, Leavis argued that Snow could 
not be a novelist since he merely selected his 
chapter headings and fed them into a 
computer called Charlie, which generated 
the endless unreadable Snow novels. F.R. 
Leavis’s collection, Nor Shall the Sword 
(1972) is a good place to read how the 
Computer Menace ts the essential enemy of 
human values, and the source of the 
corruption of the modern age. 


MIGHTY MOUSE 
is still alive, 
and is now 


an Amiga User 
Amiga World (Oct., 91) 

Part of Publicity’s technique for giving a 
product glamour, is to show that it is used 
by the famous. Their Profile (p.115, Oct 91) 
reports on Ernie Colon, the creator of 
Caspar the Friendly Ghost and Mighty 
Mouse, who has drawn their front cover. 


Colon has ditched his Mac II for an Amiga 
500 and Deluxe Paint, a graphics tablet; and 
plans to by-pass pen and ink to work direct 
from hi-res screen to comicbook 
production. Mighty Mouse and Caspar the 
Ghost were created at least several 
generations before most of our readers were 
born. You are never too old to take up 


an Amiga! 


Anthony Thyssen 


of the CCUG(Q) 
The On-Line Scan column (p16, AW, Nov.) 
"CompuServe’s AmigaTech area is home to 
AMENU,.LZH one of the lesser known 
freely distributable menus systems for your 
Workbench. Written by Anthony Thyssen 
of Australia, Amenu is one of the more 
stable menu systems I have used under 
Workbench 1.3 on accelerated machines. 
Tim Walsh". Anthony has been in the Club 
since its very early days. I think Amenu 
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(based on Mymenu) in our PD library. 


Amiga User International, 
A brightly colouredBritish Magazine 


December AUI’s MENTOR column (p112) 
has is asimple project to build a MIDI into 
your Amiga. 


AUI Dec Test Drive has an article on 
recovering damaged files using a disk editor. 


(p118) 


AUI’s book to scan: The Devouring Fungus, 
by Karla Jennings,(Norton/ Wiley) 

a book on the jargon, mythology and 
folklore of computers.. "Bletchers" 
(outsiders) can now read all about "cuspys 
and "gweeps". 


Propage 2.1 Upgrade 
AUI Dec. 91, Report of Gold Disk of 
Professional page 2.1 a free uprgade for reg 
owners of Propage2. improved printer 
support, landscape pages, adjustable page 
offsets 


‘"This has been a great year for 
Amiga" be proclaimed! 


REPORTS 


FROM AMIEXPO, 
(AUI, October 91), Oakland California. 


Report Of Wordperfect 5.00 
For The Amiga. 
AWI comments: 
"Lo, Word Perfect 5.0 appears and CBM 
must be breathing a sigh of relief that this 
prestigeous package is still giving the Amiga 
some commercial credibility." 


Perhaps having little to do with Word 
Perfect’s merits as a wordprocessor, a full 
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upgrade of Word Perfect is significant as a 
sign that a major commercial software 
producer including the Amiga in the 
commercial mainstream. 


Looking Up? 

Amiga Developers Conference (Devcon 91) 
in Denver, Colorado, is reported on by 
AUI’s editor Mike Nelson: 

He explains that Devcon conference is 
attended by a hierarchy of software writers 
who are made privy to Commodore 
confidential info and who agree to non 
disclosure. There are 1000 in U.S, and 500 in 
Europe. It notes that 85% of Amiga sales 
are in Europe. He describes the mood: 


" Back in the Rockies, at start of September 
[the conference]...began with Developers 
pretty depressed at the fortunes of the 
Amiga, particularly in the USA and 
Commmodore’s apparent lack of direction; 
WB 2 still not shipping, advertising had 
been minimal, rumours of poor sales, and 
key staff changes were rife, CDTV was only 


just taking shape and competition from 
cheap PC clones was threatening the 
traditional Amiga strongholds with S-VGA 
graphics weighing strongly. This mood 
lasted about 10 minutes into the opening 
speech of Jeff Scherb, vice president in 
charge of CATS! 


"This has been a great year for Amiga" he 
proclaimed, and went on to describe how 
the non Amiga press now recognizing the 
machine; for first time the name is 
mentioned in the same sentence as PC and 
Macintosh. The A3000 an expensive dream 
machine in the UK, had sold out in the US 
with a $1500 discount under Commodore’s 
Power Up programme,( you trade in your 
old CBM machine). He continued: 


"The A500, in many peoples eyes, is poised 
to repeat the C64 success story in Europe. 
Commodore is now a $1 billion company 
again, something new since the heyday of 
the C64. We will shortly be shipping the 3 
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millionth Amiga, yet only a year ago that 
figure was 2 million. Things are looking up" 
(Page 20, AUI) 


AMIGA DTP: 
A Plug for AmigaTeX 

Info Nov 91: 

Info continues the debate on the relative 
merits of Amiga Desktop Publishing 
compared with its rivals. In response to the 
Sept infor article Is Amiga DTP a real 
Alternative? Tomas Rokicki of Radical Eye 
Software (who distribute AmigaTeX-now 
version 3. 1a) 


"Daryell Sipper’s article reads like a list of 
features of AmigaTeX. AmigaTeX handles 
cross-reference tables of contents, lists of 
figures and illustrations, tables, paragraph 
numbering, segmented documents, 
illustration linking, scientific equations, 
page numbering options global changes and 
much more. Any custom extensions can be 
coded in the powerful macro language 
providing support of custom documents 
such as catalogues or databases. And this is 
only a partial list of features."(p.8) 


(The writer mentions that there ts a free 
demo disk of AmigaTeX available) 

(The 1991 Devcon Developers’ choice 
award voted AmigaTeX Best Pro 
Productivity in their Europe category) 


AMIGA RISC? 


English glossy Amiga Computing, October 
91 has a piece from their News editor who 
reports that Commodore at "their secret 
Pennsylvania development plant" are 
developing an Amiga based Reduced 
Instruction Set Chip (RISC). 


"RISC is designed to have few instructions 
commands, thus enabling it to pass through 
code quickly and incresse the speed of the 
computer.” P.9 
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New phrases 
"Mobile computing", 
"the burden of backward 
compatibility" 
BYTE December/January 92 Extra Edition 
has an issue devoted to predicting future 
trends. Amigas don’t get a mention, but the 
article Outlook 92 has some interesting 
phrases: "mobile computing"- We’ll soon see 
a new class of workers using computers - 
namely mobile workers, such as doctors 
making rounds, delivery personel, 
maintenance workers, real estate appraisers 
and so forth. Many of these workers will 
never have used computers up tillnow, and 
will provide a new market where the 
computer industry can innovate and provide 
new capabilities without the burden of 
backward compatibility” p.24 


What’s in a PC Name? 
(ACAR, October 1991, P4) 
The New Amiga 500 package available in 
the stores calls the the Amiga a PC. 
Yes it is a Personal Computer, but ACAR 
wonders if this generically correct label has 
already acquired a far more specific 
meaning. 


"Licenceware" 

We have seen shareware, Userware, and 
another word to learn is "Licenceware". 
Acar mentions a distributor, Deja Vu 
Licenceware (formerly AMOS licenceware ) 
selling quality progs at $8.00 per program. 

"Licenceware is relatively new idea. The 
way it works is that for every program sold 
| a fee is forwarded by the distributor to the 
author who retains copyright."ACAR p10 


Compute Book 


Clearance 
Compute, October 91 The Gazette secton 
of October 91 Compute has a notice of a 
warehouse clearance sale with the range of 
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Compute books (such as Sheldon Leeman’s 
Mapping the 64), going for $4.00. 


Future Trends... 

Compute October 91 

Interesting article on crystal ball gazing on 
future trends of personsal computing. 
Better printing, cheaper, more lap tops 
more GUIs, CD ROMs, Speech technology 
...all couched in the language that Alex De 
Tocqueville heard from the American sailor 
in 1840. (see Stephen Hack’s Ancient 
History Cursor December 91) 


Compute explains the law 

of copyright: 
In response to reader’s complaints that 
Compute was misrepresenting and 
misinterpreting the law of copyright , 
Compute replies by describing "the fair 
dealing " the provision of the law that 
allows readers to quote from a document in 
order to discuss it, as "a loophole in the 
law"; and recommends the signing of 
licence agreements that prohibit a user 
backing up his own software. 


Infotainment 
(Compute, Oct. 91, p.97) on Virtual 
Reality: 

Steven Anzovin’s column reacting to "the 
verbal goulash" of Virtual Reality notes 
that it has “spawned. its cult 
magazines...Mondo 2000 (P.O. Box 10171 
Berkley California 94709) 

"Self described as a "mutazine" for 
cyberpunks, hackers, crackers, and wide 
eyed visionaries, Mondo 2000 ...covers 
everything from weird electronic 
conspiracies-if you believe the letters to the © 
editor there are a lot of them out there-to 
the latest trends in drug free expansion of 
the senses.” 

Arizovin describes it, as "info-tainment". 
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A GURU for Compute 
Compute’s tail piece is a conversation with 
Dr Timothy Leary, the legendary 60s Guru 
of psychadelic drug culture; a yuppy 
Harvard professor turned reincarnated 
Budda, hunted by the FBI, informer for the 
CIA, confidant of Spacemen and 
extraterrestrials, and author of the Politics 
of Ecstacy (1970.) Also well known to the 
Commodore users for C64 biofeedback 
software. Now a Guru of Virtual Reality, he 
apparently is selling or developing compact 
disk electronic environments,- prefabricated 
furnished rooms, gardens landscapes, home 
furnishings that can be "booted up" from a 
MAC. 


It is well worth tracking down an ancient 
copy the Politics of Ecstacy to see how 
remarkably it represents a thread of 
technological millenianism in American 
Culture. 


Virtual Reality 


equations 
Biochemistry + Electronics = 
Nirvana? 
"Question: Dr Leary, could you comment 
on the advent of Virtual Reality...Do you 
see this as a substitute for drugs? 


Leary: No. Virtual reality isn’t a substitute 
for psychadelic plants and drugs. Psychadelic 
drugs allow you to exit the repetitous word 
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processor of your mind to boot up limitless 
programs, directories, and files in your 
brain. All of which, by the way, are 
technicolour, multimedia, and moving at 
the speed of light. On the other hand, 
electronic devices like the new computer- 
graphics hardware allow you to select 
electronic patterns and multimedia 
environments to express the panoramas of 
your own brain." 


PENTHOUSE 
COMPUTE! 


Ralph de Vries’s satiric predictions in 
CURSOR (November 1990) about the 
consequences of the takeover of Compute 
by the publisher of Penthouse Magazine 
may turn out to be all too true. Compute 
now runs a colour photo ad promoting its 
On-line Service, where one can: 


Read Penthouse on-line 

Download beautiful colour images of 
Penthouse Pets, 

have UNINHIBITED CHAT with the 
Penthouse Pets, 

receive revealing electronic mail from 
other members, 

and experience much more. 

(Compute, October 91, p.152) 
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AMIGANET 


Ethernet network for Amigas. 


* Industry standard Ethernet architechture. 

* Networking software included. 

* True peer-peer Amiga Networking - access any screen, hard 
or floppy drive, serial or parallel printer attached to any 
Amiga in the network. 

* A500 version - ABS injection moulded case attaches to 
expansion port of computer. 

* A2000 version enhanced with 64Kbytes data buffer with 16bit 
data path assisted by a DMA sequencer . (For high 
traffic centralised facility or a file server.) 


AmigaNet ASOO $700.00 (ex tax) 
AmigaNet A2000 $900.00 (ex tax) 


GPTerm-Amiga V4 


Australia’s most popular Amiga telecommunications software. 


* Mouse or keyboard driven, fully multitasking froni CLI or 
workbench, User defined ’configurations’ for different 
services, 110 page manual and more. 

* Full terminal emulations for videotex and ANSI/Amiga, IBM, 
VT100 ANSI terminal emulations for Viatel & Discovery 
40/80, Pegasus and other text based services as well as BBSs 

* File transfer with XModem, YModem, full ZModem, 
SEAlink, KERMIT, Punter and ASCII protocols. Batch 
transfers supported. 


Packaged with an extensive manual, not copy protected. 
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GPTerm-Amiga V4 $99.00 


Also available: Amiga and C64 Modem packages, GPTerm-64 
(videotex and ascii communications for C64/128, rrp $59.00). 
Full range of NetComm and AVTEK Modems. 


Available from your local dealer or direct from 


GP Software 


Specialists in Amiga Communications 
21 Aloomba Rd. AAHGROVE QLD 4060 
Ph (07) 3661402 
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months ago since I departed as your 
newsletter editor. During this period I have 
become more and more involved with 
Brisbug, the PC Users Group (come to think 
about it, it is amazing how many former 
and present CCUGQ members are showing 
up at every new Brisbug meeting - a sign of 
the times?). 


It is interesting to observe the rising and 
falling fortunes of a computer club. For 
years Brisbug was a considerably smaller 
organisation than the CCUGQ, but with the 
dramatic drop in hardware prices of the 
PCs the situation has changed drastically, 
particularly in the last 12 months or so. 
During 1991 alone their membership 
increased by some 50% and now hovers 
around the 2000 mark. 


Given this very substantial membership, 
you may well wonder what you get for 
your $40 annual membership fee - yes, that 
is nota misprint, it is forty dollars per year. 


For a start there is no lending library of 
either books, magazines or software. There 
is no workshop where you can copy Public 
Domain software, but you can order disks 
with 360Kbyte of Public Domain and/or 
Shareware software for $4.00 (5,25" disk) or 
$5.50 (3,5" disk). These can either be posted 
to you, or can be collected at the Main 
Meeting, which is held at the Bardon 
Professional Development Centre on the 
third Sunday of the month. (Normally the 
Chief Public Domain Librarian has at least 
a dozen helpers at the main meeting, with 
the majority bringing their computer gear 
in to assist with the copying of the PD 
disks.) 
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by Ralph De Vries 


The main meeting starts at 10 am with 
beginners, intermediate and advanced 
classes, given by Brisbug members. 


Between 12 noonand 1 pm, mostmembers 
have lunch, but very often a special talk or 
demo is going on in the main auditorium 
as well. 






At 1pm the official part of the meeting starts 
with reports by the President, Treasurer 
and other functionaries. After a question 
and answer session, at about 1.30 pm, it is 
time for our guest lecturer. Usually we get 
demonstrations and talks by companies 
such as Aldus, Borland, IBM, Microsoft, 
Compuserve etc., thus our members are 
aware of the latest trends in Professional 
Software. Istress the word professional here, 
because I am convinced that far more than 
50% of Brisbug’s membership is involved 
with professional computing applications. 
This also means that they expect to pay 
more for goods and services than your 
average Commodore owner, who is more 
likely to be an amateur in the nice sense of 
that word - perhaps hobbyist would be a 
more appropriate term. 


So what else do members get for their forty 
dollars? Well, they have access to a pretty 
good BBS system (currently three lines, 
but it will probably be expanded in the not 
too distant future), on which members get 
45 minutes per day, and they can attend 
the specialist SIGS (Special Interest 
Groups). Some of these are held after the 
Main Meeting from 3.15 pm till 5 pm, but 
others take place at several suburban 
locations throughout the B’ne Metropolitan 
Area. 
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SIGS can be highly specialised (Genealogy 
for example), or more broadly based such 
as DeskTop Publishing. I am involved in 
the Windows SIG (meets at Bardon after 
the main meeting), and the Desktop 
Publishing SIG which meets at the DTP 
workshop of one of our members. 


Last but not least, members receive their 
monthly newsletter Significant Bits, which, 
with some 60 odd pages, is very well worth 
reading. (Icontributea Windows Column to 
this newsletter). 


What stands out about Brisbug is that, 
overall, their membership is more mature 
(a euphemism for older), has (relatively 
speaking) more women members and, so 
it appears at least, has a greater percentage 
of members involved in the running of the 
club. 


(As an aside - it seems to me that, despite 
complaints from certain quarters, CCUGQ 
users have been getting a pretty fantastic 
deal for their membership dollar, and they 
may well find that things could change at 
some point in the future.) 


As mentioned earlier, I have put my lot in 
with the Windows bunch. According to 
Microsoft's latest figures some 7 million 
official copies of Windows Version 3 have 
been sold (I wonder how many million 
unofficial copies are floating around)). 


Windows 3 is basically a shell which sits on 
top of DOS (currently version 5.0). It is not 
very fast, its multi-tasking capabilities are 
crippled compared with AmigaDOS, but 
it does have the support of the major 
software manufacturers, and that really is 
the crux of the matter. 


-_ ee en eens 


After only 18 months in the market place, | 


there is a wealth of high quality software 


flooding the Windows market with names _ | 
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such as Lotus 1 2 3, Word for Windows, 
WordPerfect for Windows, Quattro Pro, 
DBase, CorelDraw, PageMaker, Ventura 
Publisher etc. etc. 


Some of their earlier versions were not so 
hot, but they are learning fast. Windows 
itself has promised us a faster version by 
March (Version 3.1) and a fully fledged 32 
Bit version (Windows New Technology) 
later in the year (that is probably a bit over 
optimistic, but you know what software 
companies are like). 


In the meantime Microsoft’s old partner 
IBM (they have fallen out now), has 
promised a new version of their operating 
system OS/2 Version 2.0 which is also to be 
released next March. This is supposed to be 
a fully fledged 32 bit operating system, and 
will run DOS, Windows and OS/2 pro- 
grams ina real multi-tasking environment; 
all this for a mere $200.00 or so. 


Of course the memory requirements of 
both Windows and OS/2 are pretty 
massive. Four Megabytes are pretty basic 
and a 40 Meg hard disk drive is barely 
sufficient (I have just gone from a 42 Meg 
hard drive toa 125 Meg hard drive, and my 
supplier has told me that I should be right 
for six months or so!) 


Fortunately memory expansion only costs 
onanaverage $100 per Mb, and hard drives 
are also getting cheaper by the month. To 
run these graphic user interfaces success- 
fully one really needs a 32 bit processor, 
such as the 386 or 486 Intel chips, although, 
at a pinch they will run on a 286 machine. 


(But this is not so far removed from my old 
Amiga 2000 days. This computer had 5 
Meg of memory and Greg Perry kept on 
telling me to change over to a 68030 
processor to run PageStream at a decent 
speed, but at that time this upgrade would 
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have cost me some $2000, which I 
considered totally over the top.) 


graphics card. Again we have seen here a 
dramatic drop in prices, and this means 


becoming more common with resolutions 
of 640x480x256 colours. I also can get the 
higher screen resolutions of 800x600 and 
1024x768, but in 16 colours only; however 
some of the newest graphics cards offer 
these resolutions with 256 colours as well. 


Regrettably your average 14" monitor is 


not much good with these higher reso- | 
| it) forless than $400. Am I glad that my wife 


lutions, because the characters are too small. 
However, if you have access toa 20" monitor 


these high resolutions are great to use, but | 
| The new version 2.0 of the Amiga Work- 


they also need a lot of processing power to 
push so many pixels around. 


eight months ago on buying a 386 system, 


I could now have had a decent 486 system! | 


Oh, well...) 


Microsoft and Apple tell us, but as for all 
those other applications, well, I leave it up 
to you, my dear readers, to judge. 


My own interests are still centred around | 
| comesto graphics, hence there is a multitude 
of incompatible graphics formats, be they 
| pixel based (paint programs like Deluxe 
CorelDraw! Version 2.01. Yes, I bought it | 
| (drawing programs like CorelDRAW or 


graphics and desktop publishing. 
My favourite drawing program is 
(all $575 worth), and I love the program - 


pity I am such a lousy artist. It is a vector 
drawing program (like Professional Draw), 
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_ butalotmore powerfuland, ata pinch, can 
| be used as a limited desktop publishing 
_ program for advertising fliers or posters. 
OnPCs graphicsare controlled byaseparate | 

| For normal desktop publishing I am cur- 
| rently trying to evaluate Pagemaker 4 to see 
that the so called Super VGA standard is . 


how it suits my DTP needs, but I would 
also like to take a good look at some other 


| DTP programs. 


' For the record, DTP programs such as 


Ventura Publisher and PageMaker retail 


| for some $1100 but, if you are a tertiary 
| student or teacher you can buy the 


Academic Edition (usually the same 
package with an Academic Edition sicker on 


is a teacher! 


bench will now support the Compugra- 


| phic scalable fonts, but on the PCs we 
(For the record I did some costing the other | 
day, and found that for the money I spent | 
_ technology, Adobe Type Manager and 


currently have the choice between HP and 
Agfa’s Compugraphic (Intellifont) 


Bitstream Facelift, plus several minor 
players as well. I’ve gone for the Adobe Type 


| Manager system - itis the most popular one. 
All in all, in hardware terms, PCs offer | 
these days more bangs per buck than | 
virtually any other computer platform. For | 
confirmation justtakealookatthecomputer | 
section of the Weekend Shopper. If multi- | 
media is your cup of tea, the Amiga is still | 
the computer of choice, no matter what | with CorelDRAW, to the Adobe Type 
| Manager Format, so there’s no shortage of 
| fonts! 


It comes with some half dozen font families 
which look great on the screen and print 
out beautifully on my Laserjet Printer, but 
they also look great on dot matrix and 
inkjet printers. InadditionI cannow convert 
any of the 150 odd fonts, which are supplied 


| Regrettably the PC world never had the 


equivalent of the IFF standard when it 


Paint or Paintbrush), or vector based 


Micrographx Designer). This means that 


| there is ample scope for file conversion 
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programs. There are some good ones 
around when it comes to converting paint 
programs, but the selection is far more 
limited when it comes to converting vector 
based drawing programs. Fortunately 
programs like CorelDraw, Pagemaker and 
others assist with quite a few conversion 
options, so all is not lost. 


Some of the new Windows programs are 
becoming very massive indeed. Programs 
like AmiPro 2, Word for Windows 2 and 
the new WordPerfect for Windows are 
halfway between word processors and 
desktop publishing programs (Word for 
Windows, with all its import and export 
filters installed takes up to 15 Mbyte of 
hard disk space). Two of them offer 
rudimentary drawing features as well, and 
DTP programs such as Pagemaker and 
Ventura offer spell checkers. The latest 
spreadsheets have both graphing and 
drawing capabilities, as well as database 
functions. I keep on asking myself where 
business people can find the time to learn 
these monster programs. 


For my database- and spreadsheet require- 
ments I’ve just bought Microsoft's Works for 
Windows, a combined word processor, 
spread sheet, data base and graphics 
package which retails for $299, but the 
academic edition is available for $140. The 
spread sheet component offers only 57 
functions - somehow I thinkI can live with 
that, and the data base will only hold 32 000 
records - that’ s quite sufficient for my 
Xmas card mailing list. Even the word 
processor supports fancy features like foot- 
and end noting, plus support for my 
collection of scalable fonts. It allows me to 
enter graphics, for which purpose a vector 
drawing package is included in which to 
modify theimported graphics. Information 
from my database or spreadsheet can be 
used in the word processor and if, for 
example, I create a graph which is used in 
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the word processor and I update this graph 
at a later stage in the spreadsheet, it is auto- 
matically updated in the word processor as 
well - one of the nicer aspects of Windows. 


As yetI haven’t noticed very much of com- 
puter wars in PC land, but it may well flare 
up in the future. Already one can hear 
comments from XT and AT owners who 
will tell you that their character based PC is 
much faster than those flashy 386 and 486 
computers whorun Windows (and they’re 
probably right, too), but by the same token 
we may see a gradual change toward Gra- 
phic User Interfaces without too much 
acrimony, particularly as a great many ear- 
lier PCs can be upgraded without too much 
hassle. 


Allin all, the PC scene promises to become 
very interesting during 1992, with possibly 
quite a few new players in the field. No 
matter what happens, signs are that we, the 
end users, will reap the benefits in due 
course. 


The idea for this article came to me after 
reading Doug Maclurkin’s comments on 
page 25 of the Dec issue of Cursor. It is not 
written to make negative comparisons be- 
tween two vastly different user groups, nor 
is it written to convert people to PCs. It is 
purely done to show you what happening 
on the other side of the fence; no more nor 
less. 


Yes, I can vouch for the fact that there is 
another Ron Lewis (he is the current 
President of Brisbug), and yes, we get on 
very well together! And yes again, Doug, 
certain approaches have been made re- 
garding future committee duties, but lam 
still hedging my bets. Currently I am 
enjoying my freedom too much! 


-oo000- 
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The World of Commodore- 


articles from the Philadelphia Inquirer 


by Valerie Reitman 
Inquirer Staff Writer 









The two articles reprinted here are the Philadelphia Inquirier, (Tuesday, November 26, 1991; 
and December 2nd). All copyrights belong to the Philadelphia Inquirer. 


(We obtained the articles from a netmail source, AM-Report #1.18. I suspect that the articles, in 
addition to their value as light entertainment, may illuminate some universal features of the 





COMMODORE Dissent 


Stockholder EJECTED 


STOCKHOLDERS FOLLOW 
COMMODORE TO BAHAMAS 


NASSAU, Bahamas -- For the third 
consecutive year, Commodore International 
Lid. yesterday held its annual shareholder 
meeting in a posh Bahamiam country club 
near the home of its chairman and largest 
sharcholder, Irving Gould. 


But the distance and expense of getting to 
the meeting on the island in the Atlantic 
during a holiday weck didn’t stop a handful 
of small shareholders of the West Chester 
company -- mostly zealous users of 
Commodore’s Amiga computer -- from 
attending. 


"If Gould wants to shut users out, the next 
mecting’s going to have to be in Siberia," 
Edward Gee, of Havertown, a medical- 
equipment technician, said before the 


meeting at the Lyford Cay Club. 


One dissident shareholder, Richard Ash, of 
Philadelphia, was physically ejected ‘by 
security guards after he tried to introduce a 
motion to adjourn the meeting and 
reconvene it in New York. 
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Through 1988, the company’s annual 
meetings were held in Manhattan. At the 
last session in New York, several 
shareholders complained about the 
company’s high executive salaries and perks 
and the use of the corporate jet. 


Ash said yesterday that more shareholders 

could attend if Commodore’s mectings were 
held in the United States, since that is where 
most of its shareholders live. 


"You’re holding it in Nassau because you 
don’t want” shareholders to come, he 


charged. 


Commodore’s chief financial officer, Ron 
Alexander, asked Ash to make his 
comments in the question period after 
official business. 


But Ash persisted, saying: “No one ts able 
to attend the meeting in the middle of 
nowhere." 


Ash, a perennial thorn in Commodore's 
side, has in the past complained about 
management's high salaries, a private jet 
used to ferry Gould back and forth to the 
United States and stock options granted to 
Gould and company president Medhi Ali 
for a penny apiece. 


"I’ve come to Nassau at great expense 









FEBRUARY 1992 





because I’m a shareholder,” Ash said. 





Gould retorted that it was appropriate to 
schedule the meeting in the Bahamas: "Are 
we a Bahamian company?" 







Commodore has its headquarters in 
Nassau, although its North American base, 
as well as the company’s financial and 
research operations, are in West Chester. 







The location it lists as its Bahamian 
headquarters actually is the office of its 
registered agent, Ernst & Young, on the 
third floor of a small pink ofice building 
called Sassoon House. About 1,000 
companies represented by firms in the 
building are listed in the lobby. 










"Just one employee of Commodore 1s 
located in the Bahamas," said Paul Clark, an 
Ernst & Young partner. 






When Ash persisted in speaking, Alexander 
asked him to "leave peacefully" or be 
"physically ejected." Then, two guards 
appeared and Ash was led from the room. 







Gould later apologized to shareholders for 
"what happened earlier." 






In meeting business, Mike Levin, president 
of the Philadelphia Amiga Users Group and 
a student at Drexel University who paid 
$500 to get to the meeting, said he was 
representing the "lifeblood of the company - 
- its actual customers." He told Commodore 
executives that rivals were "catching up" to 
Amiga’s technology, which has made the 
computer popular with computer hackers 
and graphic artists. 











Gee and several other shareholders told 
company officials that they were concerned 
Commodore was not adequately promoting 
its personal computers in the United States, 
where it has consistently been losing money 
and market share. At the same time, it has 
been enjoying stellar sales and profits in 
Europe, particularly in Germany, where it is 
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second only to IBM in PC sales. Overseas 
sales made up 85 percent of Commodore’s 
$1 billion in revenues in fiscal 1991, which 
ended June 30. 


While Gould conceded that rivals had 
gained on the Amiga, he said they had yet to 
match it in price compared with 
performance. 


Gould and Ali said they were frustrated in 
not being able to crack the North American 
market. In the year ended June 30, the firm 
had a loss of $24.7 million in the United 
States on sales of $192.8 million. In the 
prior year, its North American operation 
lost $17.7 million on sales of $259 million. 


With European and other operations 
included, it had profits of $48.2 million on 
sales of $1.05 billion in fiscal 1991, and $1.5 
million on sales of $887.3 million in fiscal 
1990. 


"New Technology" 
AMIGAS 
AMIGA "FANATICS" .. 
BIG 
SALARY 
COMPLAINTS: 


December 2 Business Section - Page D1 


COMMODORE 
SEEKS NEW U.S. AMIGOS 
By Valerie Reitman 
Inquirer Staff Writer 


NASSAU, Bahamas -- Dan Hess flew from 
Bellefontaine, Ohio, last week to an annual 
shareholders meeting in the Bahamas with 
one question for the directors of 
Commodore International Ltd. 


Why wasn’t the company advertising its 
Amiga computer, which he thinks its 
fantastic, more heavily in the United States? 
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Such commercials could show the machine’s 
capabilities — from word processing to video 
games to animation. 


"We could crush Nintendo," Hess, whose 
family owns about 2,000 shares of 
Commodore, told company directors. 
"Commodore needs its name stamped 
around," 


Irving Gould, the company’s chairman, 
acknowledged his frustration in getting 
dealers to stock and promote the product. 


"We've gone on several advertising 
campaigns," Gould said. "If we took spot 
ads every 15 minutes on every station, if we 
don’t have store- fronts and product 
distribution, it still wouldn’t make any 
difference. It’s no good -- it’s the chicken 
and the egg." 


Indeed, while Commodore is second only 
to IBM in personal-computer sales in 
Europe, how to crack the North American 
market is a problem that has vexed 
Commodore for years as it competes with 
top sellers such as IBM, Apple and Compaq 
and the IBM clones. 


Although many of Commodore’s 
computer users are zealous -- in fact, some 
live up to Gould’s term, fanatic -- the West 
Chester company can’t seem to get much of 
a hold in the biggest and most lucrative 
market in the world: the United States. It 
reaped 85 percent of its fiscal 1991 sales of 
$1.04 billion in Europe. 


[ra] 


Commodore president Mehdi Ali hinted 
that the company was working on a "new 
generation" of Amigas to come out in the 
next 18 months -- and indicated that the 
company might make a bigger push then. 


"We don’t have critical mass" now, Ali 
said. "With the next generation of Amiga, 
we will make a big push. We can’t flog 
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something we’ve been flogging for four 
years in the same way." 


"I constantly get letters from users," 
Gould said. "I don’t call them users, I call 
them fanatics. With all those letters, I wish 
somebody would tell us how" to sell 
computers in North America. 


Gould and Ali declined to answer 
questions after the meeting about the "new 
generation" of products. 


International Data Corp., a market research 
firm, says Commodore controls 12.4 
percent of the personal-computer market in 
Europe, slightly behind IBM’s 12.7 percent. 
Apple’s Macintosh computer was way 
behind with 5.2 percent, Compaq with 4.6 
percent and Oivetti with 6.2 percent. 


[-..] 


Stull, Stahlman [a stock analyst] believes that 
Commodore’s North American division 
will soon return to profitability. But he 
believes that it will "return to its roots" and 
that its "new generation" of products will 
emphasize the lower-end Amiga 500, which 
it sells through mass merchandisers. 


Such a strategy disturbs users of the high- 
end Amiga machines, which Commodore 
sells through dealers. 


Ethan Solomita, a Columbia University 
computer-science major who called himself 
an "Amiga fan who’s trashing the 
company," said users who exchange 
information on computer "bulletin boards" 
complain about what they see as the 
dwindling technological lead of the Amiga 
line over rivals IBM and Apple. "Everyone 
is fearful that if they don’t put money in 
the Amiga, it will just not compete. 


"Now, IBM has begun catching up 
technologically, and Amiga’s not keeping 
pace," Solomita said. "The operating 
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system and graphics are catching up, and the 
prices are dropping. Today, the Macintosh 
is starting to become comparably priced, and 
clones are well under Amiga’s price." 


The users and shareholders, such as Dan 
Hess, complain about Ali’s and Gould’s 
salaries. Gould earned $1.75 million, while 
Ali earned $2.4 million. Gould in 1989 was 
granted 350,000 options, while Ali was given 
120,000 shares in the last fiscal year atop 
300,000 options given previously. 


John Akers, chairman of International 
Business Machines Corp., which has 50 
times Commodore’s sales, made $2 million 
in salary in 1990. 


CCUGQ BBS POLICY 
1. GENERAL 

A. All policy decisions will be made by 
the committee. 

B. All Assistant Sysops to be approved 
by the committee. 

C. All changes of user status outside of 
normal member/non-member status to be 
advised to the committee. 

D. No commercial software is to be 
uploaded to ANY area of the BBS under 
any circumstances. 


ll. MESSAGE AREAS 

A. All message area changes to ratified 
by the committee Eg. create new / delete 
old etc. 

B. All forms of bickering, flaming, 
personal attacks to be rigidly restricted to a 
special area by the Sysops. 

C. A message area shall be maintained 
whereby Assistant Sysops may contact 
the Management Committee at any time. 
This area will not be censored by the Sysop 
in any way, shape or form. All Management 
Committee members shall be given access 
to this area. 


lll. FILE AREAS 


A. All file area changes to be ratified by 
the committee as in Para I(A). 


CURSOR. 


PAGE 29 


"I wish he [Gould] would take some money 
out of his wallet and put it into marketing." 
Hess said. 


There was even talk among users of a grass- 
roots movement of Commodore computer 
owners to buy shares of stock and gain a 
controlling interest in the company. Since 
Gould owns 20 percent of the shares, that’s 
kind of a teint idea. 


One shareholder, Edward Gee of 
Havertown, who attended the meeting in 
Nassau said that he requested a list of 
shareholders from Commodore last 
summer, but that the company would not 
provide it. 


B. Assistant Sysops will not make 
arbitrary file culling decisions without prior 
advice to all users. 

C. The file area Assistant Sysops are to 
ensure that up loaded files are virus free, 
meet copyright restrictions and that no 
duplications occur. It is NOT their duty to 
make value judgments on the suitability of 
files. Where space restrictions become a 
problem the usage statistics for a file will 
decide its fate. 

D. Files up-loaded to this BBS without 
full accompanying documentation shail be 
deleted unless up-loaded orvalidated by a 
recognised GURU. Note: all GURUS to be 
approved by the committee. 

E. The BBS shall maintain a User-User 
file swap area and no validation will be done 
on this area. 

F. It should be noted that the operations 
performed on up-loaded files should be kept 
to aminimum. This means that, except in 
special circumstances (Eg. lots of German 
Docos), they shall be validated as is 
provided they meet minimum criteria as in 
Para III(C) and III(D). 

G. The club will NOT impose any Up- 
load/Down-load ratio. 

H. These points are NOT meant to 
discourage Sysops and Assistant Sysops 
from uploading user friendly archives 
directly to the BBS. 
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Wordworth, an independent Review 


by Russell Mahoney 





‘Wordworth, a writer’s dream.’ Or so it says 
on the package. Depending on what you 
read. the above assertion made by the 
publishers of the software is either very true, 
or very inaccurate. It is a British program so 
you can easily tell where the favourable 
reviews originate. American reviewers on 
the other hand aren’t nearly so 
complimentary. 


Who do you believe? Well, me! After all, I 
have no particular affiliation with either of 
them. 


What you get. 
Wordworth comes in an attractive hard 
package that now contains four disks. (Mine 
came with three but there has been an 
upgrade to version 1.1) The program disk, a 
printer fonts disk, an extras disk and a 
dictionary disk. All are not copy protected so 
you are free to make backups. You are 
however required to install the program 
(even using floppies) before use which 
includes entering you name and the serial 
number of your copy that is irreversibly 
implanted in the program. Also in the box 
comes the comprehensive manual of 266 
pages. As far as manuals go it is reasonably 
clear and easy to understand. 


What you need. 
The box says all you need is 1 meg of RAM 
and WB 1.3 (at least). Wrong! The program 
will run under WB 1.2. Although it doesn’t 
say so on the box using the program with a 
TV (as opposed to a monitor) really just isn’t 
on. Text is VERY hard to read with the 
standard font and impossible with some of 
the other smaller sizes. My advice, buy a 
monitor or buy another wordprocessor. A 
second drive is another wise investment if 
using this wordprocessor. It has drivers to 
support 433 different printers so you are 
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likely to find yours there. I have only imeg 
of ram and IJ have yet to run out during an 
assignment (of, say, 2000 words). but am 
getting there. It can be a little slow using the 
poor old 68000 processor of the A500. but 
it not unbearable and can keep up. with 
Mum’s 95 wpm typing. 


On - to the features. 

Wordworth is fully WYSIWYG. Even 
graphics are shown at all times on the 
screen. Pictures must be IFF, but can be 
HAM or Extra-half-brite, having 2 to 64 
colours. Text can be made to flow ina 
number of ways around the image. The 
screen itself comes in a number of forms. It 
has buttons on the left that control typeface, 
text position (Ragged left or right, justified, 
centred etc.) Text colour is also controlled 
from here and can be any one of 16. I choose 
to have only 4 available in the interests of 
speed. Around the borders are the 
movement controls, page number, and the 
system time. (To remind you that you are 
in the middle of an all-night assignment 
marathon.) 


Pull down menus control most of the 
remaining functions. All normal WP 
functions are there as well as a few others. 
Typeface can also be selected from the 
menus and the program comes with 10 (J 
think) originally. You can switch from one 
to the other, or change size, at any ume. A 
document info function lets you know 
things such as time you have been typing, 
when you last saved (Which can be done 
automatically at programd intervals) how 
many words you have, how many 
paragraphs and so on. 


FEBRUARY 1992 





British Spelling Checker 

As with other word processors the program 
has a spell checker (116000 words, 26000 
medical and legal supplement) and a 
thesaurus (30000 headed words and 140000 
cross-references). The big advantage with 
both these features is that they are English, 
not American. Colour is spelt with a "u". If 
that is the way it was spelt when you went 
to school, as it was with me, it is a nice 
surprise. If you spell a word wrong the 
checker gives you a number of possible 
alternatives, or you can enter your own. It 
contains an amazing array of words 
including some very obscure scientific terms. 
(Even molecule names like acetylsalicylic 
acid ! i.e. aspirin.) There is an option to save 
any word of your own to a user dictionary 
and to have more than one. e.g. a legal user 

dictionary, a scientific user dictionary and so 
on. 


‘Boiler plates’, 
and Speech synthesis 


Other unusual features include a glossary 
that records your own commonly written 
phrases, such as your name and address for 
the top of letters, and will put them 
wherever you like. Handy if you area little 
slow with the typing. By far the weirdest 
feature is called "speech". Using the Amiga’s 
speech synthesizer it will speak, at any speed 
or pitch or voice type your document of a 
selection of your document. It will even talk 
as you type. It talks much the same way as 
with the AmigaBasic Translate$ command 
so checking for spelling is not a good idea. It 
sounds like a gimmick but it is helpful for 
checking things such as sentence structure 
and grammar. Things you could skip over 
when proofreading. It really is not as useless 
as it sounds. 


Printing 
Saving can be done in a number of formats 
such as Wordworth, ASCII, Wordperfect, 
Prowrite and others. Printing has been 
much enhanced in version 1.1. It will print 


in a number of modes (Draft, NLQ, 
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Postscript) and you can change density, 
positive-and negative image, paper type and 
shade. If you are using a postscript printer 
you can rotate the image through all 360 
degrees, print to a file or change the scaling 
or offset. Before printing you can preview 
the whole page in miniature just as it will 
appear on the page so you can check how 
the graphics baa r example. 


So what do I think? Well, After some initial 
problems setting it up I_ have found 
Wordworth to be ideal for me. I do mostly 
typing with the occasional graphic and 
Wordworth copes with this admirably. It 
does for me what a DTP program would do 
and given what little use I would have for 
one Wordworth does the job for much less 
money. The program looks good and seems 
very professional, with a WB2.0 look and 
feel about it. In Hi-res mode it looks very 
good if you are willing to put up with the 
flicker. All in all it is a good package that 
still has a few bugs, but that is to be 
expected with such a new program. I look 
forward to future upgrades. 





From: Russell Mahoney 
To: Leigh Winsor 
Subj: Wordworth Article 


Dear Leigh, 

[ have just uploaded the promised article on 
Wordworth 1.1 ...[Russe// mentions that he is 
a science teacher)... 


I hope it will be of some help to others. 


It is actually two firsts for me. It was my 
first upload and (if you use it) it will be my 
first by-line. Anyway, Merry Christmas . 


And a happy new Year!. 
I hope you write many more articles for us. 
Leigh 
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A lot of Sendata modems came out with 
‘communicator’ software which has a 300 
baud terminal program and a 75/1200 baud 
program for viatel. The modem as brought 
will work fine, but no other software 
supporting 75/1200 baud will work - only 
communicator (300 baud works fine). If you 
wish to use other programs for 75/1200, 
you must make the following adjustment to 
your modem - but note communicator will 
no longer work on 75/1200 baud. 
















Take the four screws out of the bottom of 
the modem and lift off the casing. Looking 
at the top lefthand back of the board you 
will find six wires marked from left ’R, T, S, 
5v, OV, 9VAC’ which connect to the lead 
running to the computer. Follow the tracks 
T & S back down the board to the chip 
marked IC3 on the board. Just before this 
chip, you should see a piece of wire that has 
been cut that once bridged these two tracks. 
If you re-bridge the two tracks T & Sat 
this point the modem will then work on 
other software on 75/1200 baud rate. 










Since doing the above adjustment, I have 
been looking for a good program which 


FRONT OF BOARD 
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SENDATA MODEMS and the 64/128. 
by Graeme McMullin 


THESE CONNECTIONS LEAD TO COMPUTER 


Modification for SENDATA Modem 
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supports 75/1200 baud. The best I have 
found so far is a 64 program called ’12/75 
XMODEM V4.1’ which is a very easy 
program to use and supports most baud rates 
up to 75/1200 including 1200/75. The 
program has only two faults that I have 
found, which are :- 


1. It doesn’t have a buffer catcher, and 
downloads straight to the disk - which isn’t 
so bad. 

2. While downloading or uploading it counts 
up the blocks being transmitted up to a max. 
of 255 blocks. Once it reaches 255, it SPITS 
THE DUMMY. This seem to correlate to 
about 120 - 130 blocks of disk directory 
which is too small for most downloads. 


If anyone has knowledge of a better 64 or 
128 program which supports 75/1200 or 
wishes to know more about the above 
program or procedure please contact me on 
(07) 882-0198, you may ring at anytime as | 
do shiftwork and am often home during the 
day, if lam not home please leave a message 
and I will ring back ASP. 


I hope this article can be helpful to someone. 
GRAEME McMULLIN. 























This is the top left 
hand back of the 
board. 

The dotted lines are 
the tracks which are 
on the bottom of the 
board. The two 
tracks from T & S 
should be re-bridged 
at points A & B. 
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DISK PROBLEMS and the C64 
by DOREEN HORNE 


Our Editor’s suggestion that HELP! 
columnists provide some feedback on the 
help they have been able to furnish has 
prompted this article. 


One question I do get asked is how to 
repair a corrupted disk using a track and 
sector editor. Actually using the editor is no 
problem if you are using one which will 
read into and produce the corrupted sector 
for editing. Some do and many don’t. All 
that requires to be done is to replace the 
faulty data with the correct data and then 
request the editor to rewrite the sector. 
Also keep a lookout for corrupted forward 
sector link bytes. 


Sounds easy, but this is where the problems 
start. If the file that contains the corruption 
has been produced by a word processor and 
is either in screen codes or ASCII or is a 
sequential file, which is usually readable 


ASCII, then correct characters can be: 


subsututed for those corrupted. 


If the corruption is part of a BASIC 
program file then a knowledge of the 
structure of BASIC programs is essential. 
This means the ability to replace faulty link 
bytes, line numbers and keyword tokens 
amongst other things. The worst possible 
scenario however 1s machine code that 
needs replacing. This has to be worked out 
with the assistance of a machine code 
monitor before any repairs can be effected 
and if the file 1s one that has been 
‘compiled’ then the chances of success are 
almost nil. The easiest way out of this is to 
recopy the disk - always hoping of course 
that the source disk does not have the same 
problem. 
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What causes corruption in the first place is 
not easy to pin down, but one possible 
culprit is a TV set used as a monitor which is 
too close to the disk drive. This was 
confirmed recently by a member who kept 
having his database records corrupted. 
Fortunately they were stored in relative files 
which could be cleaned up to the point 
where they were editable thereby preventing 
a continuous stream of ’string too long’ 
complaints from the computer. Hope all is 
still well, Trevor! 


How do you know if you have corruption 
on a disk? Mostly the symptoms are as 
follows: You are loading a file when 
suddenly the loading activity ceases and the 
drive’s led light blinks on and off. Usually 
that is the end of the line for whatever you 
are trying to do, so if you are still looking at 
the blue setup screen, RUN/STOP 
RESTORE, type NEW, then type the 
following one line program and RUN it. 
The line number ts essential unless you want 
an ‘illegal direct’ complaint from the 
computer! 


10 OPEN15,8,15: INPUT#15,A,B$,C,D: 
PRINTA,B$,C,D 


On your screen will be printed a message 
which reads something like this: 

23, READ ERROR, 22, 05 and the led light 
will switch off. This means that the drive 
has been unable to read sector 5 on track 22 
because of a data checksum error - in other 
words the data is corrupted. 


There are a variety of messages which can be 
returned and they are printed in your drive 
manual which has a list of error codes and 
their meanings - most of them bad news. 
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As a matter of interest I mention that the 
above one liner came to me courtesy Norm 
Chambers when he was Group Secretary. 
I’ve used it on numerous occasions to find 
out what my 1541 is upset about. 

















If you are using some commercial program 
and during the course of drive access in the 
middle of it all the program freezes and the 
led light starts blinking, then use your reset 
switch to return to the setup screen, 
thereafter typing in the one line program. 





NAME: 














Terry Baade 
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8 Bit HELP! COLUMN 


This is the HELP! column for users of C-64, C-128 and other 8-Bit computers. If you would like to 
share your experience in the fields of programming, software, hardware etc. with your fellow 
members, submit your name with your area of expertise to the editor. Remember: the more names, 
the more knowledge can be disseminated amongst our members. 


HELP OFFERED WITH: 


Contact for M’borough/Hervey Bay Members 


Eddie Brook Amateur Radio Fax & Weather Programs 349 4394 
Kerry De Baar Basic, Assembly Language 379 5617 
Cor Geels SuperScript, WriteStuff, PaperClip, GEOS 263 2839 
Cor Geels C-64 Newcomers, Printers & Interfacing 263 2839 
Doreen Horne Programming Problems & Disk Corruption 398 7441 
Matthew James Basic, Logo, GEOS, WriteStuff, Games Tips 300 5443 
Ivor Laggan GEOS 273 4212 
Doug MacLurkin = MicroSwift Spreadsheet, Basic 350 4034 
Vic Mobbs Contact for Sunshine Coast Members (074) 923 205 
Vic Mobbs SuperScript/Base 64/128, 1581 Disk Drives (074) 923 205 
George Nelson EasyScript, HAM Radio 848 2456 
Angus Norrie Simon’s Basic 371 2945 
Craig Rawlins Pascal, C, Machine Language, Modula-2 379 8957 
Ron Rich H’ ware Interfacing for Amat. Radio Prgms 355 2623 
Fred Turnidge Family Roots (genealogy), Write Stuff (063) 371 124 
Denis Wright Easy/SuperScript, CBM & Epson Printers (067) 751 793 
Denis Wright C64 <--> Non-Commodore File Transter (067) 751 793 


Please be considerate - these are after hours numbers, so only ring our members between 
the hours of 6pm and 9pm during week nights. Thank you! 
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The drive will once again advise you of its 
problem. 


To check disks after copying with a disk 
scanner’ which reports errors 1s a good idea 
but that is another story. 


Doreen Horne 





PHONE: 


(071) 215 059 
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8 BIT NOTICEBOARD 


Report: December Demo in S4 
Subject: Modem Lecture, 

by: Others, ...and Douglas 
Maclurkin. 


The lecture was a disaster; following is 
my analysis of this catastrophe 


HISTORY:- 
Several members who had promised help 
went first to the main meeting and so were 
delayed; their arrival was close to 8.30 rather 
than 8.00 pm.. 


Finally Bernard Hoffman set up his 64, his 
modem and phoneline. Peter Cotterill 
hooked up the monitor. I passed around a 
printout of my articles on modems and the 
BBS. 


We were all set to go. Bernard tried several 
times to logon and failed. 

Enter Other #1, (guru Carde)(glossary: guru 
is an acronym.) who took over. Other #1 
also failed to logon. Eventually he succumbed 
to my suggestion that he install my modem. 
It was fascinating and in a satirical way, 
amusing to watch him in action. He loaded 


‘Guru’ is derived from the 
Australian word ‘kangaroo’ 

-hence the phrase 

‘kan-quru 

court’ 


Doug 
and the 
Kan-Guru 
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gp term; he totally ignored the instructions 
about setting the switches on the modem 
and reset the phone numbers and dialled, 
and failed, and failed, and failed. At this 
point I tried to point out the correct switch 
settings on the modem but I was totally 
ignored. Other #1 kept on experimenting. 
He was heard to mutter ’I used to have a 64’ 
also ’this trouble does not happen with an 
Amigal’. 


Enter other #2 (guru Perry). This much 
revered and respected expert (who is the GP 
in GPTerm), now horned in and took over 
the keyboard. He altered the colour of the 
text and also advised the setting of the 
switches. He was shoved aside by other #1, 
but as he parted was heard to remark ’that 
particular 64 model has a faulty chip!’ 


Hooray! Now Other #1 succeeded in logging 
on. But, now the monitor was flickering and 
was unreadable. Eventually the whole thing 
was switched off and I turned to my 
audience to discover that most of them had 
departed. I struggled on with my lecture but 
I was trying to revive a dead horse. 


I had made a disk which contained an article 
explaining all about modems, 
baud rates, parities, duplex etc. 
and including a printout of all 
the BBS menus with 
explanations of each of them. 
On the flip side was a copy of 
Novaterm (a terminal 
program). I brought 8 copies 
with me. I sold one before the 
lecture, none thereafter. 


COMMENTS 

I have always emphasised that 
a prospective lecturer should 
not fail to do his homework. I 
had spent many many hours 
doing just this. I visited 
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Graeme Darroch for several hours and we 
went through the BBS in great detail. This 
session with Graeme formed the basis of my 
article on the BBS. As well, I logged on for 
several hour long sessions and downloaded 
all the menus &c. 























I visited Greg Perry, and he kindly gave me 
an earlier copy of GP Term that would 
allow me to work my modem (which-since 
the explosion- is not a smart’ modem.) It 


did work. 


























I was not allowed to use my equipment; I 
was pushed aside by a host of guru’s who 
had not done their homework, who 
displayed tendency to blame the equipment 
rather than their own inadequacies. 























I am trying very hard to encourage members 
to use their modems and so enter a whole 
new field of interest. I failed miserably; my 
audience dissolved and no doubt, went home 
convinced that modems were useless; a view 
greatly enhanced when they saw how even 
the so-called experts fumbled and stumbled. 









































I think also that the lecturer should be 
respected. None of the guru’s asked 
permission from me to barge in to my 
lecture. It was not hard to realise that they 
assumed that I was an ignoramus! 


























On the good side, it was refreshing to have 
so many from the Amiga camp come to the 
lecture and offer to help (however damaging 
that help proved to be). Even the President 
singled me out, and checked that all was 
ready, 


























I had one of the biggest audiences that we 
had had for a long time. This showed that 
there was a real interest in modems. A pity 
that this was all wrecked. 




















PROSPECTIVELY: 


I will have to repeat the lecture very soon. 














I will not allow any one to barge in and 
rudely take over without asking my 








CURSOR 


PAGE 36 


permission. Bargees will have to assure me 
that they have done their homework. 


All guru’s will be welcome. However, they 
will have to guarantee that they will sit 
down and listen, and offer advice only when 
invited to do so by the lecturer. 


Brendon Pratt has promised to update my 
article on the BBS and to correct any 
mistakes. Apparently Brendon and Richard 
have already made a few alterations to the 
BBS, and members should check these out. 
My article on the BBS and the one on 
modems is on disk #164. I hope to have 
them printed in book form which can be 
obtained from the Club shop. 


Notice of February Demo: 


None posted by the 64/128 coordinator- so it 
could be Doug again. Ed. 


64/128 Workshop Geos Class 
at 25 Fairleight St.,Windsor, Sunday 16th 
February. (1-4pm). A special GEOS 
Workshop with Geos Guru Ivor Laggin. 
Bring your computer. New GEOS PD disks. 


FOR ADVENTURE PLAYERS 
The following is an add I saw in a recent 
computer magazine which I thought might 
interest some members it reads as follows :- 
FREE HINT SHEETS 
The following hint sheets are free. Simply 
select up to four hint sheets, and enclose a 
stamped addressed envelope (if you don’t - 
you won’t get anything!), and send it to: 


FREE HINT SHEETS 12 BRIDLE PLACE 
PAKENHAM VIC. 3810. 

Zak McKracken, Maniac Mansion, Indy, 
Zork I, Zork II, Zork III, Bards Tale I, Bards 
Tale II, Bards Tale III, Guild of Thieves, 
Jinxter, Pawn, Fish, Uninvited, Deja Vu, 
Hampstead, Hitchhikers Guide, Faery Tale, 
Borrowed Time, NeverEnding Story, 
Dracula Pt2, Hobbit, and Clever Contacts 
List Sheet.(Taken from Commodore Amiga 
Review - Adventure’s Realm section.) 
GRAEME McMULLIN 
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Amiga Report, December 

For all those who attended our December 
main meeting, I must apologise on behalf of 
Tom Duncan. Tom was to give us a talk and 
demonstration of work he does with the 
Amiga at the University of Southern 
Queensland. Unfortunately Tom was held 
up at the last minute with a production he 
was doing with Sony on the Gold Coast. 


In a bit of a frenzy, we hurriedly put 
together a demonstration of the new GVP 24 
bit graphics system. Needless to say we 
weren’t really sure of what we were doing or 
exactly how to drive the thing! The GVP 
board was mounted in an Amiga 3000 and 
connected to a professional JVC colour video 
camera and although we touched on the 
effects and capabilities of the system, it really 
requires someone to sit down with it fora 
few days (or weeks!!) to learn how to drive it. 
We generally found the manuals a little hard 
to follow, and the software was not as user 
friendly as we would have liked it to be. 


The cost of such a system probably falls into 


BYTES NOTICE: 
For Sale: 





1. An Amiga 500 with 1 meg of 
memory and "TextCraft Plus" (Amiga 
WordProcessor). Box, Manuals, 
WorkBench 1.3.2 and Extras 1.3 
included. In perfect condition $450 


2. G.V.P. 42MB Hard Drive for the 
Amiga 500. Less than 12 months 
old.Complete with box, manuals and 
installation disc. The drive has a 
Games Switch (to turn Hard Drive on 
and off) and can have 8 MB of auto- 
configuring Ram added. In perfect 
condition. $690 
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the "astronomical" range for some of us at 
$3995 for the card alone! It seems a lot for 24 
bits! If you are interested in the GVP system 
and missed our botched up demonstration of 
the system, then hot foot it down to United 
Computers at Bundamba for a 
demonstration. If you mention this article 
Royce Jones will give you $100 off for 
quantities of two or more (I can’t even think 
of what to do with one of them!)). 














Notice: GPFax Demo 
February Main Meeting 
Richard Carde and Greg Perry will be 
giving us a demonstration of GP Fax, their 
new facsimile modem software for the 
Amiga! I’m sure our ex-president will have 
something to say about new versions of 
GPTerm as well. For all those hanging out 
for Tom Duncan’s talk we will try to 

arrange that in the near future. 













Unul the next meeting.. 
Adios Amigas! 







Robert Googe, Amiga Coordinator.. 







3. Cameron Hand Held Scanner. Less 
than 7 months old. Complete with box, 
manuals, discs. Can also be used with 
the O.C.R. software (included) for 
scanning text (no more typing!!). Is 
perfect forscanning pictures to be 
imported into DTP programmes (e.g. 
PageStreamand Professional Page). It 
scan at 100, 200 and 400 DPI. Also has 
a light intensity setting. Unfortunately, 
it can only be used with an Amiga 500. 
Perfect condition. $350 














Contact Dan Parker on 273 1023 
between 4:00pm and 9:00pm anyday. 
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AMIGA HELP! COLUMN 


This is the HELP! column for users of Amiga computers. If you would like to share your 
experience in the fields of programming, software, hardware etc. with your fellow 
members, submit your name with your area of expertise to the editor. Remember: the 
more names, the more knowledge can be disseminated amongst our members. 


NAME: HELP OFFERED WITH: PHONE NO: 





































Dave Apelt Vector Graphics 366 4761 
Ellen Appleby Using Amigas in Education 369 4629 
Richard Carde BBS GURU, Amiga Programming 300 6315 
Bob Devries OS9 Operating System 372 7816 
Robert Googe Video & Audio Digitising 288 8863 
Steve Hovelroud Audio Digitising, Amos 298 5128 
Gary Lloyd C Programming (Beginners) 269 7818 
Jason Marianoff RAM expansion, Hardware Mods 89 9 2212 
Phil Mellifont Using Amigas in Education (076) 625142 
Paul O’Brien Amateur Radio Communication 397 4102 
Brendan Pratt Modems, Telecommunications, Sidecar (075) 463 317 
Grant Robinson AmigaBasic 359 4315 


John Van Staveren Easy Ledgers Accounting Program 372 3651 
Superbase Personal 


David Walton Bridgeboard (IBM) (071) 834 742 
Mike Williams AmigaBasic (Beginners), Sound 209 9084 
Rod Williams Monitors & Video Interfacing 263 8990 





Please be considerate - these are after hours numbers, so only ring our members between 
the hours of 6pm and 9pm during week nights. 


CWeb 












ose A programming tool that allows you to 
Sanaa program top down, by splitting your 


program into many small, and 
understandable modules which ctangle 
tangles into a compiler understandable file. 
By apply cweave to the program you can 
FISH DISK 551 produce a pretty-printed listing for 
processing with TeX. This is version 2.0, 
ARTM includes source. Author: Donald Knuth, 
Amiga Real Time Monitor displays and | Silvio Levy, port by Carsten Steger 
controls system activity such as tasks, 
windows, libraries, devices, resources, ports, | ToolManager 
residents, interrupts, vectors, memory, | ToolManager is a full featured program to 
mounts, assigns, locks, fonts, hardware und | add programs (either WorkBench or CLI) to 
res_cmds. This is version 1.3, an update to | the tools menu of the 2.x WorkBench. 
version 1.0 on disk 327. Sharware, binary | Programs can be added by dragging their 
only. Author: Dietmar Jansen and F. J. | icons onto the ToolManager "config" 
Mertens window or the optional ToolManager icon 
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or by editing the config file. Requires 
Workbench 2.0. This is version 1.5, an 
update to version 1.4 on disk 527. Includes 
source. Author: Stefan Becker 










WBGauge 
A utility to patch AmigaOS 2.0 to bring 
back the little gauge in the left border of disk 
windows, showing the ratio of available space 
on the disk. Version 1.2, an update to 
version 1.0 on disk 417. Binary only. 
Author: Jean-Michel Forgeas 
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GNUPIlot 
An interactive function and data plotting 
program which supports a great number of 
output devices. Includes extensive on-line 
help. This is version 3.0, an update to 
version 2.0 on disk 526. New features 
include support for surfaces, more flexible 
data file handling, unified PostScript support, 
and more. Includes source. Author: Thomas 
Williams, Colin Kelley, et. al. 



















TaskPri 
A small CLI command that allows you to set 
task priorities from the command line. 
Useful for your startup-sequence. AmigaDOS 
1.3 and 2.0 compatible. Includes C source. 
Author: Steve Anderson 














TSFSuite 
A suite of programs to allow use of a Teac 
SCSI Floppy on the Amiga. Included are 
programs to set the mode to 1,2 or 4 Meg 
(TSFMx], to format to 1,2 or 4 Meg [TSFFx], 
a utility that does disk changes for you 
[TSFADC], and a SCSI exerciser to explore 
the controllers on the SCSI bus. Source ts 
available upon request. Author: Harvey 
Taylor 
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FISH DISK §53 


24BitTools 

Three conversion programs to manipulate 
24-bit images. IFF24To8 converts 24-bit IFF 
images to 8-bit IFF images, Pro2BMP 
converts 24-bit 3D-Professional format 
Images into 24-bit ".BMP" files that 
Microsoft Windows can understand, and 
Pro2IFF converts 24-bit 3D-Professional 
format images into the more useful 24-bit 
IFF format. Includes source. Author: Dallas 
Hodgson 














































AddMenu 
A program to add infinite number of menus 
to the Tools menu on Workbench V2.0. 
Uses the correct Workbench. library calls and 
allows updating from CLI or from within 
the menu itself, meaning infinite number of 
functions. Version 1.54, update to V1.50 on 
disk 501. Binary only, souce available from 
author. Author: Nic Wilson 






























AutoCLI 
A ’PopCLI? type replacement that works 
with WorkBench 2.0 and fully compatible 
with A3000 & accelerator boards. Always 
retains the default path and stack, and 
current directory. Can automatically open 
CLI/SHELL windows to 1 pixel less than 
screen size on opening. New functions 
include spline pattern- ing on blanking, more 
function keys, mouse activated screen 
shuffle, close gadgets on Shell windows and 
more as many users have requested. Version 
1.99n, an update to version 1.99d on disk 
501. Binary only. Author: Nic Wilson 




















FAFF 
Specification for the FAFF spreadsheet file 
format used by the Gold Disk products 
"Professional Calc", "The Advantage’, 
"Office Calc" and "Office Graph". Describes 
version 2.0 of FAFF. This information 
should allow 3rd party developers to create 
and use files that are compatible with 
ProCalc. Author: Michal Todorovic / Gold 
Disk 
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RoadRoute _ 2 

A program ‘that determines from a user 
modifiable data base, the shortest and fastest 
routes between two cities. This is a German 
version of the distribution on disk 504, with 
2641 German cities (towns, hamlets, etc) and 
5555 connecting roads. Requires 1Mb. 
Binary only. Author: Jim Butterfield, 
Gunter Kirrbach 
























SysInfo 

A program which reports interesting 
information about the configuration of your 
machine, including some speed comparisons 
with other configurations, versions of the OS 
software, etc. This program has been very 
popular with many users around the world 
and has been fully updated to include many 
new functions as requested by users. This is 
version 2.40, an update to version 2.22 
on disk 502. Binary only. Author: Nic 
Wilson 
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Amastermind 
A mastermind type game written in AMOS 
and compiled so that it can be run from 
workbench. Fully mouse and menu driven. 
Features choice of 6 to 10 colors with 4 to 8 
holes. This is version 1.1, shareware, binary 
only. Full source avail- able from author. 
Author: Andrew Kreibich. 




















IFSgen 
An Iterated Function System generator. 
Generates pictures of ferns, trees, galaxies, 
snowflakes and many others using IFS codes 
(a type of fractal). Features full mouse 
control of the functions which define the 
picture. Just point the mouse at one of the 
parts of the shape and drag it around the 
screen. Fully menu driven, with the ability 
to load and save IFF pictures and the codes 
that generate them. Fine tune codes and 
move them around the screen, zoom in and 
out and much more. Lots of example files. 
Written in AMOS and compiled so that you 
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can run it from WorkBench. Version 2.1 
shareware version with saves disabled, binary 
only. Requires 1 Mb of memory or more. 
Full source code available when you 
register.Author: Andrew Kreibich 


























Landmine 
A game of logic. A number of landmines are 
buried in the playing field and you need to 
work out where they are, avoid them, and 
clear the rest of the field to get maximum 
points and advance to the next level. 
Written in compiled AMOS, requires 1Mb 
of memory or more. This is version 1.0, 
share- ware, binary only. Full source 
available from author. Author: Perry 
Rosenboom 
































Landscape 
A fractal scenery generator written in 
AMOS and compiled so that it can be run 
from workbench. Features many user 
adjustable parameters such as height, sea, tree 
and snow levels, beaches, lighting angles, and 
palette. 2D (contour map) and 3D rendering. 
Some example sets of parameters provided. 
Ability to render in 5 different resolutions so 
that fast (10 seconds) previewing of a scene is 
possible. Fully detailed scenes take about 30 
minutes. Version 1.1, shareware (saves 
disabled), binary only. Requires 1 Meg. Full 
source code available from author. Author: 
Andrew Kreibich. 






































LVD 
A first defense utility against file and 
linkviruses. It patches the LoadSeg vector(s) 
and checks every executable that comes 
along. Recognizes 25 file or so linkviruses. 
Version 1.61, binary only. Author: Peter 
Stuer 




























SubAttack 
A "shoot the ships" type of game based on 
an old arcade game where you have to fire 
your torpedos at the right time, so that they 
strike a ship as the ships move across the 
screen. This is version 1.0, shareware, binary 
only. Written in compiled AMOS, Full 
source available from author. Requires IMb 
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or more of memory. Author: Perry 
Rosenboom 
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Easy Color 

A color palette tool that you can use in your 
own programs. Works with any screen depth 
and type. Includes a usable demo. This is 
version 1.1, includes source in assembly. 
Author: Preben Nielsen 


FED 

A binary file editor with lots of options. 
This is version 1.1, binary only. Author: 
Thomas Jansen 


FlashCopy 

A multitasking friendly disk copier that can 
make nibble copies as well as standard DOS 
copies in about 75 seconds. Version 0.9, 
binary only. Author: Thomas Jansen 


HPMode 

A script file that sets fonts, attributes and 
some printer commands for the Hewlett 
Packard DeskJet 500 printer. It accesses 
some features of the DeskJet that are difficult 
to set from preferences or the printer. 
Version 1.0, binary only. Author: Doris 
Ballard 


RMBShift 

A program that lets you use the right 
mousebutton (RMB) as a SHIFT-key. Useful 
when selecting multiple icons on the 
Workbench. Only uses 268 bytes of 
memory. This is version 2.0, an update to 
1.0 on disk 547. However it is completely 
different from 1.0. Includes source in 
assembler. Author: Preben Niclsen 


TheA64Package 

A comprehensive emulator/utility package 
to assist Commodore 64 users in upgrading 
to the Amiga. This package compares to or 
surpasses the commercially available 
packages of the same nature. Many of the 
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utilities require a hardware interface that 
allows the Amiga to access C64 peripherals 
such as disk drives and printers. The 
hardware interface available from 
QuesTronix. This is version 2.0, an update 
to version 1.0 on disk 379, and includes 
many new features. Binary only. Author: 
Cliff Dugan, QuesTronix 
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ASMOneDemo 
A demonstration version of the commercial 
assembly develop ment package "ASM-One", 
with save disabled. Provides editor, macro- 
assembler, optimizer, monitor and debugger. 
Can be controlled via mouse or keyboard. 
Includes assembly include files and 
offsettables. Many documentated examples 
provided. V1.02, binary only. Author: Rune 
Gram-Madsen, DMV-Verlag 















Scheme2C 
A Scheme compiler which accepts the 
language defined in the essential portions of 
Revised Report on Algorithmic Language 
Scheme, with minor constraints and some 
additions. The compiler produces C source 
files which are then compiled using the 
system’s C compiler (Lattice C 5.10 on the 
Amiga) to produce conventional object and 
executable files. Because of the size of the 
distribution, it has been split onto three disks 
as follows: source and documentation 
archives on 556, M68000 binary archive on 
557, and M68020 binary archive on 558. 
This Amiga port was done by Mike Meyer, 
based on the 28-Sep-90 version of the 
translator. Author: Digital Equipment 
Corporation 




















VirusChecker 
A virus checker that can check memory, disk 
bootblocks, and all disk files for signs of 
most known viruses. Can remember 
nonstandard bootblocks that you indicate are 
OK and not bother you about them again. 
Includes an ARexx port. Version 5.30, 
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binary only. Author: John Veldthuis_ developed as a C language learning tool by 
the author. Version 1.0, includes all source. 
Author: Doug Petercsak 
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AutoCentre 
A utility for AmigaDOS 2.0 that will 
automatically center any new screens that are 
opened. This ts especially useful when you 
have an overscanned WorkBench screen 
under 2.0 but find that a lot of applications 
still open on a 640 wide screen that is aligned 
with the left edge of the screen. With this 
program, these screens will be centered as 
they are opened. Version 1.2, binary only. 
Author: Colin Bell 
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BINtape 
A "Better Than Nothing” SCSI tape device 
handler. Provides flat file access to a SCSI 
tape drive from application programs using 
simple DOS calls to Read() and Write(). It 
can also be used with the Amiga TAR utility 
for disk backups. Requires a "SCSI-direct" 
compatible SCSI bus adapter. This is version 
2.1, an update to version 2.0 on disk 471. It 
fixes a number of bugs, and includes some 
new features such as appending files to 
existing tapes. Includes source. Author: 
Robert Rethemeyer 
































































DPatch 
This program allows you to change the 
default overscan sizes used in DeluxePaint 
3.25 & 4.02. This is especially useful for 
loading in old animations created with 
Dpaint 3.14 and animations created in other 
programs whose screen sizes do not match 
the default Dpaint sizes. Author: Colin Bell 













DisDF 
Program to disable DFO-DF3 to stop that 
empty drive clicking by putting the 
trackdisk.device tasks in a removed ‘state. 
Can be run from CLI, startup script or WB. 
Command line options select drives and also 
remove the File System tasks to reduce CPU 
load a little more. This is version 1.1, an 
update to version 1.0 on disk 531. Includes 
source. Author: Patrick F. Misteli 















Scheme2C 
A Scheme compiler which accepts the 
language defined in the essential portions of 
Revised Report on Algorithmic Language 
Scheme, with minor constraints and some 
additions. The compiler produces C source 
files which are then compiled using the 
system’s C compiler (Lattice C 5.10 on the 
Amiga) to produce conventional object and 
executable files. Because of the size of the 
distribution, it has been split onto three disks 
as follows: source and documentation 
archives on 556, M68000 binary archive on 
557, and M68020 binary archive on 558. 
This Amiga port was done by Mike Meyer, 
based on the 28-Sep-90 version of the 
translator. Author: Digital Equipment 
Corporation 





















Scheme2C 
A Scheme compiler which accepts the 
language defined in the essential portions of 
Revised Report on Algorithmic Language 
Scheme, with minor constraints and some 
additions. The compiler produces C source 
files which are then compiled using the 

_system’s C compiler (Lattice C 5.10 on the 
Amiga) to produce conventional object and 
executable files. Because of the size of the 
distribution, it has been split onto three disks 
as follows: source and documentation 
archives on 556, M68000 binary archive on 
557, and M68020 binary archive on 558. 
This Amiga port was done by Mike Meyer, 
based on the 28-Sep-90 version of the 
translator. Author: Digital Equipment 























Warp Speed 
A program that will present you with an 
animated view out the window at a vehicle 
moving at Warp Speed.’ This program was. 
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Addresser 

A small name, address and phone number 
filer that supports mail merging, auto dialing 
(with a modem), searching and label printing. 
Quite handy for keeping mailing lists. This 
is version 1.0, binary only. Author: Jeff 
Kelly 


APIG 

An ARexx external function library similar 
to RexxArpLib. The APIG.LIBRARY 
provides the ARexx programmer with access 
to most of the resident Graphic, Intuition, 
and Layer library functions. This library 
allows one to create the underlying data 
structures that are used by the 
Graphic/Intuition library functions. These 
data structures are then used with other 
library functions to create custom 
INTUITION screens and windows. 
Version: 1.1, binary only. Author: Ronnie 
E. Kelly 


Aquarium 

A program for searching through a special 
database contain- ing information about the 
contents of the library, in order to find 
programs that match a specified list of 
conditions. Includes a database of disks 1-550 
and two programs to add the contents of 
future disks to the database, one by Silvano 
Oesch and the other by B. Lennart Olsson. 
Aquarium version 1.15, Olsson NewFish 
version 1.13, and Oesch NewFish version 
2.6. Binary only. Author: B. Lennart 
Olsson and Silvano Oesch 


RexxRMF 

An ARexx external function library which 
provides keyed file access using AVL trees. 
With this library one can index data files for 
fast search/retrieval of data records. The 
record management functions allow for 
variable length keys, variable length records, 
variable number of fields per record, multiple 
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indices on a single file, duplicate or unique 
keys, passing of record data directly to/from 
ARexx variables, etc. This is version 0:5. 
binary only. Author: Ronnie E. Kelly 
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BootX 

An easy to use boot, file and link virus killer 
with a KickStart 2.0 look (even under 
KickStart 1.3). Has lots of options to detect 
and kill Amiga viruses. Version 4.02, an 
update to version 3.80d on disk 542. Binary 
only. Author: Peter Stuer 














Llamatron 

A fast, original rendering of the eighties 
’Robotron’ by Williams. It features over 100 
levels, sampled sound, single player mode, 2- 
player team and individual modes, droid- 
sidekick modes, 2-joystick console mode, 
dozens of different, weird enemies and an 
abstract sense of humor. Includes two 
versions, a 512K version and a 1Mb version 
with better samples. This is version 1.0, an 
update to the copy on disk 541, which was 
also version 1.0, but was missing the 512K 
version file. Shareware, binary only. 
Author: Jeff Minter 


















MuchMore 

Another program like "more", "less", "pg", 
etc. This one uses its own screen to show 
the text using a slow scroll. Includes built-in 
help, commands to search for text, and 
commands to print the text. Works with 
PAL or NTSC, tn normal or overscan 
modes. Supports 4 color text in bold, italic, 
underlined, or inverse fonts. Version 3.0, 
this 1s an update to version 2.7 from disk 
378. Includes source in Oberon and 
assembly code. Author: Fridtjof Siebert 













STScan 

A uulity program for using a Siemens ST 400 
SCSI flatbed scanner with the Amiga. Can 
be adapted to other scanners and serves as an 
example of scsi-direct access to scsi devices. 
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ToolsDeamon 
Allows you to run programs simply by 
selecting a menu item from the tools menu 
of WorkBench 2.0. Both shell and 
WorkBench programs are supported, 
including arguments and tool types for both. 
Version 1.0, binary only. Author: Nico 
Francois 
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PPLib 
A shared library to make life easy for people 
who wish to write programs that support 
PowerPacker. Loading crunched files from 
C or assembly is made fast, short and easy. 
This is version 35.255, an update to version 
34.2 on disk 414. Includes source. Author: 
Nico Francois 
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CLIsizer 
A little hack to allow you to easily resize the 
WorkBench screen from any CLI or Shell 
window. Version 1.0, includes source. 
Author: Torsten Jurgeleit 








PPMore 

A "more" replacement program that reads 
normal ascii text files as well as files crunched 
with PowerPacker. The crunched files can 
result in considerable disk space savings. This 
is version 2.0, an update to version 1.8 on 
disk 542. Binary only. Author: Nico 
Francois 

















Degrader 
Degrades your machine to try and get badly 
written programs to work. Locks out fast 
memory, turns off cache and burst modes, 
traps privilege errors, forces PAL or NTSC 
modes, etc. Survives reset. Version 1.00, 
binary only. Author: Chris Hames 
















PPShow 
A "show" program for normal IFF ILBM 
files or ILBM files crunched with 
PowerPacker. The decrunching is done 
automatically as the file is read. Version 2.0, 
an update to version 1.2a on disk 542, binary 
only. Author: Nico Francois 













Filer 

An excellent shareware filemanager 
featuring buffered directories, soft and 
hardlink support, configurable by ASCII file 
and much more. This ts a demo version 
with some minor features disabled. Needs 
KickStart 2.0. Shareware, binary only. 
Author: Matthias Scheler 



















ReqTools 

A standard Amiga shared runtime library 
which makes it a lot quicker and easier to 
build standard requesters into your 
programs. Designed with CBM’s style 
guidelines in mind, so that the resulting 
requesters have the look and feel of 
AmigaDOS 2.0. Version 1.0a, includes 
source. Author: Nico Francois 






















Fkeys 

Adds window and screen switching 
functions to the function keys in 
conjunction with the left Amiga key. For 
example, use the left-Amiga + F10 to get 
help and a remove requester. Version 1.1, 
includes source. Author: Torsten Jurgeleit 



















SuperDuper 

A very fast disk copier and formatter. Can 
make up to four unverified copies from a 
ram buffer in 36 seconds. Verified copies 
from a ram buffer take 67 seconds for one 
destination drive, plus 34 seconds for each 
additional destination. Version 2.0, an update 
to version 1.0 on disk 488. Binary only. 
Author: Sebastiano Vigna 
















Intuisup 
A shared library with support routines for 
using texts, borders, gadgets, menus, and 
more. Version 2.0, includes source to library 
and test programs. Author: Torsten Jurgeleit 
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ShowGuru 

Recognizes 168 different guru numbers and 
translates them tc “human understandable 
form", Can a'so print the result. Version 
2.1.b, shareware, binary only. Author: 
Thomas Carstens 
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bBasell 

A simple database program using an 
intuition interface. Stores, sorts and searches 
for information. Limited to 9 fields in each 
record. Features include fast sorting, search 
in any field, and best of all, it’s really easy to 
use. This is version 5, an update to version 1 
on disk 491, and is much improved. Binary 
only. Author: Robert Bromley 


Kpri 

Another NEC-p6 intuition frontend to 
choose several print styles and add a title line 
on the top of the page. You can split your 
text files into their odd and even pages and 
print on both sides of the paper. Requires 
AmigaDOS 2.0. Version 2.0, includes source. 
Author: Koesst 


M2Midi 

A Modula-2 interface to Bill Barton’s v2.0 
"midi.library". This is version 1.03. Includes 
source In Modula-2. Author: Jiirgen 
Zimmermann 


Menu2Asm 

A module for A+L AG’s Modula-2 
compiler "M2Amiga V4.0" that 
automatically creates modules for pre- 
initialized menus for the use with this 
Modula-2 compiler. Requires A68k by 
Charlie Gibbs or any compatible assembler. 
This is version 1.0. Includes source in 
Modula-2. Author: Jiirgen Zimmermann 


MidiKeyboard 


A program that makes it possible to play 
MIDI keyboards connected to the Amiga 
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with a MIDI interface via mouse or 
computer keyboard. It is possible to control 
up to 16 notes independently with the 
computer keyboard. Requires Bill Barton’s 
"midi.library", V2.0 or higher. This is 
version 1.0. Binary only. Author: Jiirgen 
Zimmermann 













ReqLibrary 
A Modula-2 interface to Colin Fox’s and 
Bruce Dawson’s "req. library" v2.5. This 1s 
version 1.01. Includes source in Modula-2. 
Author: Jiirgen Zimmermann 
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ALoad 
A program similar to XWindow’s XLoad to 
display the load- factor on your Amiga. 
Requires KickStart 2.0. This is version 1.1b, 
includes source. Author: Alexandru-Aurel 
Balmosan 










DisKey 
A sector oriented disk monitor with lots of 
useful features like disassembler, user- 
friendly ASCII and hex editing facility, and 
extensive search options. Useful for 
salvaging data from damaged disks, or for 
learning about the inner workings of 
AmigaDOS. Supports req.library, and 
external diassembler libraries. Can be 
iconified to conserve memory. Comes 
bundled with German and English 
documentation and a multilingual user 
interface. On NTSC machines, DisKey will 
be forced to interlace mode. The version on 
this disk is 2.1, shareware, binary only. 
Author: Angela Schmidt 




















DoPro 
This program patches the intuition 
OpenScreen routine to change the 
ViewMode of a new screen, eg. to open a 
NTSC instead of a PAL screen or to use 
Productivity instead of an interlaced display. 
In fact, you can change most para- meters in 
the NewScreen structure. This is version 
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1.5, includes source. Author: Michael Illgner 


MSCalendar 
A little calendar utility and a MClk-like 
MemoryClock in one program. It works 
fine with KickStart 2.0. Includes both 
English and German versions. This ts 
version 1.10, includes source. Author: 
Markus Stipp 


machine, including some speed compar- isons 
with other configurations, versions of the 
OS software, etc. This program has been 
very popular with many users around the 
world and has been fully updated to include 
many new functions as requested by users. 
This is version 2.51, an update to version 
2.40 on disk 553. Binary only. Author: Nic 
Wilson 
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AddMenu 
A program to add infinite number of menus 
to the Tools menu on Workbench V2.0. 
Uses the correct Workbench library calls and 
allows updating from CLI or from within 
the menu itself, meaning infinite number of 
functions. This is version 1.56, an update to 
version 1.54 on disk 553. Binary only. 

Author: Nic Wilson 


AM 
Algorithmic music generator. Produces 
MIDI output via Bill Barton’s midi.library. 
This is version 1.1. Requires OS 2.0. 
Includes source. Author: Michael Balzer 






















ApfelKiste 
"Apfelkiste” is yet another mandelbrot 
program, but very fast and simple to use. It 
has special assembly routines for fixpoint 
calculation. Includes versions for 1.3 and 2.0, 
68000 and 68030 each. Full source 
(C/Assembler) included. Author: Michael 
Bohnisch 














CanDoDemos 
Demos of the capabilities of CanDo, an 
interactive software authoring package 
utilizing graphics, sounds, buttons, menus, 
etc, and a powerful, easy to use scripting 
language. Binary only. Author: 
INOVAtronics 














Bomber 
Amiga version of the MacIntosh game called 
"Bombs". This is version 1.2. Requires OS 
2.0. Includes source. Author: Michael 


Balzer 























PCompress 
A gimmick free and very easy to use 
program for most com- pression 
requireménts. Uses the latest LZH 
compression algorithms and aims at the 
optimum mix of efficiency/speed/ memory 
usage. Can handle single files, whole 
drawers, disks, or selected files or types of 
file within drawers and disks. In PACK 
mode it can consolidate files into less space 
than whole-disk compression tools or 
archivers. Version 5.1, binary only. Author: 
Chas A.Wyndham, LZW code by 
Barthel/Krekel 
















FoCo 

Format controller. A graphical user 
interface for disk formatting. Pops up on 
disk insertion or via hotkey. This version 
1.1. Requires OS 2.0. Includes source. 
Author: Michael Balzer 
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AmigaMail 


A collection of source code listings from the 
first eight issues of Amiga Mail Volume II, 
published by the Commodore Amiga 






















SysInfo 
A program which reports interesting 
information about the configuration of your 
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Technical Support group (CATS), from Sept 
1990 to Nov 1991. Lots of very useful 
examples. Author: Various 


AutoCLI 

A ’DMouse’ type replacement that works 
with WorkBench 2.0 and fully compatible 
with A3000 & accelerator boards. Always 
retains the default path and stack, and 
current directory. Can automatically open 
CLI/SHELL windows to 1 pixel less than the 
current screen size on opening. New 
functions include spline patterning on 
blanking, toggle freeze mouse, more function 
keys, mouse activated screen shuffle, close 
gadgets on Shell windows, and more as many 
users have requested. This is version 2.06, an 
update to version 1.99n on disk 553. Binary 
only. Author: Nic Wilson 


DiskPrint 

Prints disk labels (for 3.5" and 5.25" disks), 
primarily for FD library disks, with the 
ability to create, handle, load and save label 
library files so labels for most FD disks are 
available after a few mouse clicks. Features 
include different label sizes, intuition based 
directory- read-in, label library functions and 
multiple print of any label or FD disk serie. 
Works fine with every printer connected to 
the parallel port and AmigaOS 1.2/1.3/2.0. 
This is version 3.4.3, an update to version 
3.1.2 on disk 546. Both English and German 
versions. Shareware, binary only. Author: 
Jan Geissler 


MouseAideDEMO 

A demo version of a "Mouse" utility with all 
the standard functions; mouse acceleration 
with threshold, window and screen 
manipulation by mouse and keyboard, 
mouse and screen blanking, SUN (auto- 
activation) mouse, user definable "hot key" 
command, etc... Also has functions other 
mouse programs do not, such as multi-icon- 
select with only the mouse, left and right 
button swapping, mouse port switching, 
WorkBench to the front function, freezing of 
the mouse and keyboard of all input, ete. 
Written in assembly language for efficiency 
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in size and CPU usage. Version v2.56a, 
shareware, binary only. Author: Thomas J. 
Czarnecki 










SetRamsey 
A program that allows you to test the 
current settings of the RAMSEY ram 
controller chip on an Amiga 3000 under 
Kickstart 1.3 or 2.0, and change them if you 
wish. Useful for hardware debugging to 
control static column mode, burst mode, or 
change the refresh rate. Version 1.50, update 
to version 1.02 on disk 423. Binary only. 
Author: Nic Wilson. 
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CalorieBase 
A program designed to provide a caloric and 
fat count for recipes which do not provide 
this information. It can also quickly give the 
calories for a specific food or total the 
calories you consume throughout the day. 
Version 1.1, binary only. Author: Mike 
Richan 











Schoonschip 
A pioneering algebraic manipulation 
program which has been used in particle 
physics and continuously developed since 
late 1963. Not as friendly as Mathematica or 
Maple, with no graphics or intuition 
interface and not as much built in, but still a 
general purpose algebraic manipulation 
language. Written in machine language to 
run fast and be memory efficient. Capable 
of handling large problems. Includes large 
and small workspace versions, tutorial 
examples, sample programs, and a 
comprehensive manual. Version 5-Oct-91, 
binary only. Author: Martinus J. G. 
Veltman and David N. Williams 






















VMK 
What makes this program is its ability to 
detect new viruses as they come along. 
Simple quick easy way to stay virus free. 
Tiny quick and very intelligent memory 
detector/killer for your startup-sequence. 
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This is V1.10, an update to version 1.0 on 


Hames 








FISH DISK 569 












PPLoadSeg 


This program patches the loadseg routine to 
automatically recognize files crunched with 
PowerPacker. After running PPLoadSeg 
crunched libraries and devices are still 
recognized by AmigaDOS. You can even 
crunch fonts and use them as normally. 
Version 1.1, an update to version 1.0 on disk 
542. Binary only. Author: Nico Francois 













SonicArranger 

Demo version of a music program that 
supports sampled and synthesized 
instruments as well as sound and note 
transposes for patterns. The optimizer can 
be used to reorganize the internal data 
structure of a song. SonicArranger allows 
254 instruments created from 64 sampleslots, 
64 synthetic waves, adsr’s, lvo’s and sound 
effects. Can also load and convert 
noisetracker 2.0 compatible song modules. 
Version 1,36b, binary only. Author: Carsten 
Schlote 










Spliner 

A spline screen blanker commodity derived 
from Tom Rokicki’s Mackie utility, with a 
programmable pattern change timeout. 
Binary only. Author: Tom Rokicki and 
Sebastiano Vigna 


TrackMaster 
A small tool to help game developers create 
selfbooting, trackdisk loading gamedisks. 
Trackmaster uses a script file to process 
datafiles (join, compress, relocate, special 
actions). The processed data is written to 
disk via trackdisk.device. A bootblock for 
the first datafile, which should be a pc- 
relative loader, and a file look up table, 1s 
created and written to disk. Manual and 
source included. Version 1.7. Author: 
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Carsten Schlote 
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DirWork 


A fast, small, efficient, DirUtility. 
Configurable options and buttons, as well as 
all the usual features. Comes with external 
configuration editor. This is version 1.43, an 
update to version 1.31 on disk 511. 
Shareware, binary only. Author: Chris 
Hames 































Fass 
A program which lets you reassign the 
FONTS: directory at the touch of a few keys 
without having to use the CLI. Version 1.02, 
includes source. Author: Jan van den Baard 


















GadToolsBox 

A program that lets you draw/edit 
GadTools gadgets and menus and then 
generates the corresponding C or assembly 
code for you. This is version 1.0, an update 
to the version on disk 547, where it was 
known as PowerSource. Includes source. 
Author: Jan van den Baard 































MenuLock 
A program that lets you "lock" the menu 
strip of a window at the touch of a few keys, 
making it easier to browse the menu without 
accidentally selecting anything. Version 
1.01, includes source. Author: Jan van den 
Baard 













View 
A text displayer with many controls and 
features including searches, file requestors, 
jump to editor etc. This is version 1.5, an 
update to version 1.0 on disk 504, with a few 
bugs fixed and some new features. Includes 
source. Author: Jan Van Den Baard 
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Public Domain Fonts 
For PageStream 






The following disks of PageStream public | Tekton. It has a full set of letters, numbers, 
domain fonts, which are now available | ang punctuation, and quite a few extra 
from our Amiga Public Domain Librarian, | characters. Author: Hank Gillette 
were were obtained for us by our member 
Ian Hazzard. Our gratitude, materially, . 
could only extend to a box of blank disks for Bodidly Bold Aes :; ; 
This font was archived with no 
Tan, but all of our members who use d f: he f 
ere ocumentation specific to the font. Author: 
desktop publishing programs will pede Teed 
acknowledge the worth of his efforts. Most of 
the fonts directories contain a picture file Crill 
with a samples of lettering. Each disk ae “ Fe Leal eee aoe 
carries the following descriptive note: FS eee eee a 
documentation. 














These disks contains a collection of Adobe 
Type 1 Fonts from various electronic 
sources. Most of these fonts were originally 
Macintosh format. They are now converted 
to IBM Type 1 fonts on an Amiga format 
disk. In this process, I made use of the | Genoa * 
conversion utility supplied with AMaxII to | A Type 1 font basically similar to the Venice 
write the appropriate font files to Amiga | font that came with the Mac OS. Since 
formatted disks. These fonts were then | Genoa is a display font, it 1s generally not 
converted to the IBM Type 1 font format | acceptable for body text. This font includes 
using utilities supplied with PageStream2.1. both Roman and Italic faces. Author: Alan 
Obviously, the fonts are designed for use | Townsend 
with PageStream2.1. 

Muriel 


This font was archived with no 


Contents of AmigOz 3q | documentation specific to the font. Author: 
FontBank, Inc. 


Fire 
This font was archived with no 
documentation. 



















Albatross 

Albatross is a text body font with a 
moderately short x-height. The relative 
point size is a bit small (i.e. 14 point is closer 
to what most people would consider 12 
point). It contains all the regular characters 


Showboat 

Showboat is a Type 1 PostScript font in an 
old nineteenth century marque style. It 
contains all 26 capital letters, plus 
rudimentary punctuation. Author: David 













and many special characters. Author: Rakowski 
LORVAD 
Sydney 
Architect This font was archived with no 
Architect is a font that I whipped out one documentation. 
weekend (version 1.0). It simulates hand 
printing of the type typically done by UpperEastSide 






architects. It was inspired by Adobe’s font | Upper East Side is a Type 1 PostScript font 
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in an art deco style that works well in both 
text and display applications. It contains a 
full set of characters, including diacritics, and 
has 477 kerning pairs.It resembles a well- 
known display font called Parisian. Author: 
David Rakowski 
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AmbrosiaCap 
Upper and small caps letters, tall, btroad and 
classical looking. Author: Sam Wang. 


Arctic 
Upper/lower case with some punctuation. 
Wide letters with broad swashes. Author: 


Sam Wang. 
Ashley 


Font that mimics a sophisticated print 
handwriting. It’s wonderful for adding 
realistic annotations to documents, or 
making handwritten memos. Author: Peter 


Jensen 


CarawayBold | 

The handwriting I always wanted but could 
never come close to.\An all-purpose font, 
Caraway Bold even looks good when 
italicized! Author: Peter Jensen 


CarrickCaps 

Contains all 26 capital letters. The I and the 
J, however, look exactly alike. The letters are 
drawn in black in a gothic style, on top of a 
stained-glass window kindof pattern. Author: 


David Rakowski 


EddaCaps . . | 
Slightly tilted, slightly old Eire-appearing 
Caps letter. Author: Sam Wang, 


GoudyMedieval 

Similar to Goudy, this version has full 
upper/lower case and punctuation. Nice 
medieval/classic runes as well. Author: 
MentorFonts 
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Harquil 
Upper/lower case letters and punctuation. 
Letters have a Hebrew rune look! Author: 
Unknown 


Harrington 
Version 1.1. Upper/lower case font; rounded 
letters with descenders. Author: Sam Wang, 


IsadoraCaps 
All caps font; 20-30’s style, very rounded 
letters. Author: Sam Wang, 


Judas 
Thin letters based on Adobe’s wood font. 


Caps, numbers and special characters. 
Author: LORVAD 


Kastellar 

A Type 1 display typeface in uppercase 
characters only (no lowercase or numerals), 
based on Castellar. It is a very elegant 
openface-styled design. Author: James M. 
Harris HARRIS GRAPHIC DESIGN 


LibbyScript 

Version 1.1. Upper/lower case letters of 
hand-cursive style. 

Author: Sam Wang. 


LoopDeLoop 

A fun display font. Its uppercase characters 
are based on the font Bee Line. They have a 
stroked effect simulating a continuous line, 
looped to create each character. The 
lowercase characters are a solid variation on 
the shape of the uppercase. This set contains 
only about sixty characters. There is minimal 
kerning. Looks nice as an opening decorative 
capital. Author: LORVAD 


Mira 

Upper/lowercase Gaelic-like font; thick 
horizontal and thin vertical lines. Author: 
Sam Wang. 


Nordic 


Thin upper/lowercase letters with many 
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diagonals. Author: Unknown M.G.B. Patrician. This font has uppercase 
characters, numerals, and punctuation only. 
There are numerous alternate swash 
characters for most of the characters (several 
characters have two alternates). This font 
includes many alternate swash capitals, and 
since there is no lowercase character set, I 
used the lowercase equivalent for 
alternates.Author: James M. Harris; America 
On-Line: 















Schwarz Wald 
An extremely bold and striking font, 
resembling the letters of a German woodcut. 
Author: Peter Jensen 
















Silicon 
Block letters resembling a mix of Chicago 
and Venice. Author. Unknown 

















OswaldBlack 
Letters slightly resembling Adobe’s Bodoni 
Author: Printers Devil 


Thalia 
Upper/lowercase thick Old-English letters. 
Author: Sam Wang, 












ParisMetro 
This is modeled on the font used on some of 
the old Art Nouveau Metro stations in Paris. 
It is also a rather black font. In this font is a 
full set of upper-case characters -- no lower- 
case characters -- as well as full punctuation 
and numbers. Author: David Rakowski 










Contents of AmigOz33 











Cartwright 
This font was inspired by the Adobe wood 
type Ponderosa font. 

It contains only the basic 90+ characters. 
Author: Printers Devil 


















Tribeca 
This font contains a full character, number 
and punctuation character set. There are no 
diacritical characters. It is modeled on 
’Newton Inline,’ an Art Deco font used 
fairly oftenfor titles on paperback editions of 
mysteries. It is also extensively kerned. 
Author: David Rakowski 







Dragonwick 

Type 1 font of wide, script letters with very 
detailed swashes. 

Author: David Rakowski 










IglooLaser 

Helvetica Narrow type letters covered in 
snow. Uppercase. 

Author: Unknown 









Upsilon 
A type 1 block Venice font. Author: 
Unknown 













KarKode 
Type 1 font with letters replaced with the 
ascil numbersassociated with the character. 
Author: Unknown 






ZaleskiCaps 
This font is modeled on an Art Deco 
typeface called AshleyCrawford. It is bold 
and brash and serifed. Numbers and 
punctuation are also in the font. 

Author: David Rakowski 














Lefty Casual 
A hand cursive style font. Author: Ted 
Alspach; 













Manzanita 
This ts a font with a Victorian wood type 
feel. Author: Marty Bee. 
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Deusex 
A plain sans-serif Type 1 PostScript font. 






MazamaPlain 
Mazama ts a display typeface based on 
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Author: Unknown 


Hamburg 
A fine-line font. Author: Chuck Walker 


IBMKlone 
This is a postscript font designed to display 
the IBM PC font. Author: Frank Nichols 


Kathlita 

This is a typeface that was designed 
specifically for use increating newsletters. It 
is an unusual typeface that appears very 
formal in larger sizes, but informal and 
highly legible in smaller sizes. Author: Pop 
Void Publications 


LeeCaps 

A somewhat 3-dimensional font which 
contains all 26 capital letters, numbers, and 
punctuation. Author: David Rakowski 


MemphisDisplay 
This is a very fanciful, uppercase only font. 
Author: Dennis M. Walsak 


Mortbats 

This font contains an assortment of creepy 
symbols, (skulls, snakes), religious symbols 
(crosses, Yin-Yang), astrological, I Ching and 
rune symbols. Author:Pop Void Publications 


Shpfltnat 

This musical font was originally created to 
have nice-looking sharps, flats, and naturals. 
Author: David Rakowski 


Swinger 
A sixties groovy style font. 
Author: Unknown 


Contents of AmigOz4o 


Archer | 
A relief style font. Author: Unknown 





Unknown 


CooperHighlight 
A serif font with white highlights Author: 
Unknown 


Fremont 
A decorative font 
Author: Unknown 


Inkwell 


Decorative arty font. Author: Sam Wang 


Maidstone 
Attractive script font emulating handwriting. 
Author: Sam Wang 


Shanghai 

An oriental style font. Author: Unknown 
Tempus 

An attractive serif font in plain and bold. 
Author: Unknown 


Woodcut 


A decorative font in woodcut style; hence, 
the name. Author: Unknown 
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AliceInWonderland 

A piece of black and white clip art converted 
from the original gif format.Author: 
Unknown 


Cardiff 
An ornate metallic font. Author: Unbroken 
Chain 


DominoFffect 

This font contains 27 characters: the 26 
capital letters and the space. Each character 
looks like a domino with letters carved out 


Beatsville . of it, rather than numbers. Author: David 
A font relective of the beat/jazz era Author: | Rakowski 
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Dubiel 

Dubiel and Dubielltalic are Adobe Type 1, 
PostScript fonts modeled on the fonts 
Torino and Torino Italic. They are similar to 
a condensed Bodoni, except with lighter 
strokes. They work well both as text and 
display fonts. Author: David Rakowski 


Elwood 

This Type 1 font is CAPS ONLY with no 
numbers and appears as a decorative hand- 
drawn outline font. Author: Unbroken 
Chain 


PigNoseTyp 
An austere all-caps san-serif font.Author: 
Unknown 


Rothman 

Rothman is an Art Deco PostScript font 
containing all alphabetic and numeric 
characters and punctuation. Author: David 
Rakowski 


Xochiquetzal 

A piece of black and white clip art converted 
from the original gif format. Xochiquetzal 
was the Mayan god of fertility and love. 
According to some authorities she was the 
mother of the ’first celestial twins’, 
Quetzalcoatl and Xolotl; others hold that she 
was the spouse of Tlaloc or Xochipilli, the 
‘prince of flowers’. Author: Unknown 
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Aarcover 

This is an all caps Type 1 PostScript font, 
plus numbers and punctuation, whose 
characters look like they’ve been electrified 
or hit with a static, albeit limp, charge. 
Author: David Rakowski 


BrightonBold 


A plain serif font. Author: Unknown 


Caveiman 
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A neanderthal Type 1 font. Author: 
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Unknown 






Draftsman 
Another Type 1 font of simulated neat 
handwriting. Author: Unknown 








Frontier 
A western-style font. Author: Unknown 






HotDog 

A fancy font in the style of Hotdog stand 
signs. Type one upper case/numbers font of 
puffy, rounded white letters with a black 
outline. Reminiscent of Adobe’s VAG 
Rounded. Author: Unknown 








LiquidCrystal 

This is NOT a very useful type one font (the 
letters are difficult to figure out). 
LiquidCrystal is a Type 1 PostScript font 
that duplicates the classic 7-segment digits 
that appear in a liquid crystal display (LCD). 
Some characters work well with this format, 
it was made for numerals. This font includes 
letters even though a little imagination 
and/or contextual clues may be required to 
recognize some of them. Author: Peter 
Jensen 















Logger 
This a Type 1 PostScript font shaped like 
logs. There are capital letters and 
punctuation only. Author: David Rakowski 












Lower East Side 
is a Type 1 PostScript font modeled on an 
Art Deco typefacecalled Astur. It looks like 
bold, 3-D brush strokes forming the 
characters with deep shadows it also tends to 
look like bent pieces of plywood with 
shadows. It is kerned, and ought to be used 
for display text only at sizes 72 points and 
larger. Author: David Rakowski 










Medusa 

This font is based on the familiar Art 
Nouveau font Broklin. It’s a display font 
that looks great at 12 points or larger. About 
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170 characters and 100 kerning pairs are © 


defined. Author: LORVAD 


Qubist 


A fancy font with a 3-dimensional cut-out 
look. Author: Unknown 
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CracklingFire 

Is an all-caps font, plus period, comma, 
exclamation point andquestion mark. It looks 
like Dom Casual letters beginning to go up in 
flames. Author: David Rakowski 


GothicShadow 
A sans serif shadowed font. Author: 
Unknown 


Middleton 

Middleton was created using Fontographer 
3.1 and is a hinted Type 1 font based on 
Florentine, a display face created by R. 
Hunter Middleton. Author: Jon Hodges 


Orbit 
A modern decorative font. 


Unknown 


Author: 


PremiumThin 
Version 2.1.1. Premium Thin is a beautiful 


Type 1 display typeface based on Letraset’s 
Premier Lightline. This font has uppercase 
and lowercase characters, numerals, and 
punctuation. This font is fully hinted with 
over 600 kerning pairs defined.Author: 
James M. Harris 


Psychedelic 


A sixties/psychedelic style font. Author: 
Unknown 


Searchlight 

This is the uppercase portion of the 
Searchlight font. This file is free to use as 
you see fit. Searchlight is very similar to 
Empire, a popular art deco typeface that is 
(to the best of my knowledge) not 
currently available as a PostScript font. 
Even without the lowercase it is a useful 
typeface. Author: Jim Morton at Pop Void 
Publications 


Smoke 
A sixties style shadowed font. Author: 
Unknown 


Steelplate 


A sharply defined sans serif font. Author: 
Unknown 


Tintoretto 
A decorative display font. Author: 
Unknown 


BYTES: A Noticeboard for members 


For Sale 


Amiga 2000 with super Denise $900.00 


Modem 


Nation M5, Perfect condition $850.00 


Brendon Pratt, Phone (075-463317) 
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Professional Staff (Senior Technicians) 







Fast Turnaround 


Flat Rate Charges 






All Work Guaranteed 





Special Rates for C.C.U.G.Q. Members 
(on production of membership card) 










MOUSE TIME! 
Genuine Amiga Mice at $50.00 each (less 10% for 
CCUGQ members on production of Membership Card) 


RAM EXPANSION for A590 
1MByte - Chips only: $90 - Fitting + $40 
2 MByte - Chips only: $160 - Fitting + $40 






SOUTH EAST QUEENSLAND COMPUTER REPAIRS 
(Tony May - Manager) 


Shop 4, 32 Brisbane Road, Bundamba 
Phone (07) 816 1588 





The Number One 
Symbol in Computers. 
Commodore. 





ing up with you. 


Cz commodore 
COMPUTER 
Keep 





